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THE 



RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 



AFTER THE CRUCIFIXION. 

The Jewish priests and rulers had now carried 
out their fiendish purpose of putting to death the 
Son of God ; but their apprehensions were not 
quieted, nor was their jealousy of Christ dead. 
Mingled with the joy of gratified revenge, there 
was an ever-present fear that his dead body lying 
in Joseph's tomb would come forth to life. They 
had labored to believe that he was a deceiver ; 
but it was in vain. They everywhere heard in- 
quiries for Jesus of Nazareth from those who 
had not heard of his death, and had brought 
their sick and dying friends to the passover to 
be healed by the great Physician. The priests 
knew in their hearts that Jesus had been all- 
powerful ; they had witnessed his miracle at the 
grave of Lazarus ; they knew that he had there 
raised the dead to life, and they trembled for 
fear he would himself rise from the dead. 

They had heard him declare that he had 
power to lay down his life and to take it up 
again ; they remembered that he had said, " De- 
stroy this temple, and in three days I will raise 
it up;" they put this and that together, and 
were afraid. When Judas had betrayed his 
Master to the priests, he had repeated to them 






4 RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 

the declaration which Jesus had privately made 
to his disciples while on their way to the city, 
lie had said, "Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; 
and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the 
chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall 
condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to 
the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to cru- 
cify him ; and the third day he shall rise again." 
They remembered many things which he had 
said, that they now recognized as plain proph- 
ecies of the events which had taken place. 
They did not desire to think of these things, but 
they could not shut them from their understand- 
ing. Like their father, the devil, they believed 
and trembled. 

Now that the frenzy of excitement was 
passed, the image of Christ would intrude upon 
(heir minds, as he stood serene and uncomplain- 
ing before his enemies, suffering their taunts and 
abuse without a murmur. They remembered 
the prayer for forgiveness, offered in behalf of 
those who nailed him to the cross, his forgetful- 
ness of his own suffering, and his merciful re- 
sponse to the prayer of the dying thief, the 
darkness which covered the earth, its sudden 
lifting, and his triumphant cry, " It is finished," 
which seemed to resound through the universe, 
his immediate death, the quaking of the earth 
and the shivering of the rocks, the opening 
of the graves and the lending of the vail of the 
temple. All these remarkable circumstances 
pressed upon their minds the overpowering cvi- 
d< ncc that Jesus was the Son of God. 

They rested but little upon the Sabbath. 
Though they would not step over a Gentile's 
threshold for fear of defilement, yet they held a 
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council concerning the body of Christ. The}' 
knew that the disciples would not attempt to re- 
move him until after the Sabbath ; but they 
were anxious that all precautions should be 
taken at its close. Therefore " the chief priests 
and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, saying, 
Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while 
he was yet alive, After three days I will rise 
again. Command, therefore, that the sepulcher 
be made sure until the third day, lest his disci- 
ples come by night, and steal him away, and say 
unto the people, He is risen from the dead ; so 
the last error shall be worse than the first." Pi- 
late was as unwilling as were the Jews that Je- 
sus should rise with power to punish the guilt 
of those who had destroyed him, and he placed 
a band of Roman soldiers at the command of 
the priests. Said he, " Ye have a watch ; go 
your way, make it as sure as ye can. So they 
went, and made the sepulcher sure, sealing the 
stone and setting a watch." 

The discipline of the Roman army was very 
severe. A sentinel found sleeping at his post 
was punishable with death. The Jews realized 
the advantage of having such a guard about the 
tomb of Jesus. They placed a seal upon the 
stone that closed the sepulcher, that it might not 
be disturbed without the fact being known, and 
took every precaution against the disciples prac- 
ticing any deception in regard to the body of 
Jesus. But all their plans and precautions only 
served to make the triumph of the resurrection 
more complete, and to more fully establish its 
truth. 

How must God and his holy angels have looked 
upon all those preparations to guard the body of 
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the world's Redeemer ! How weak and foolish 
must those efforts have seemed ! The words of 
the psalmist picture this scene : " Why do the 
heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain 
thing ? The kings of the earth set themselves, and 
the rulers take counsel together against the Lord, 
and against his Anointed, saying, Let us break 
their bands asunder, and cast away their cords 
from us. He that sitteth in the heavens shall 
laugh ; the Lord shall have them in derision." 
Roman guards and Roman arms were powerless 
to confine the Lord of life within the narrow in- 
closure of the sepulcher. Christ had declared that 
he had power to lay down his life and to take it 
up again. The hour of his victory was near. 

God had ruled the events clustering around the 
birth of Christ. There was an appointed time 
for him to appear in the form of humanit}^ A 
long line of inspired prophecy pointed to the 
coming of Christ to our world, and minutely de- 
scribed the manner of his reception. Had the 
Saviour appeared at an earlier period in the 
world's history, the advantages gained to Chris- 
tians would not have been so great, as their faith 
would not have been developed and strengthened 
by dwelling upon the prophecies which- stretched 
into the far future, and recounted the events 
which were to transpire. 

Because of the wicked departure of the Jews 
from God, he had allowed them to come under 
the power of a heathen nation. Only a certain 
limited power was granted the Jews ; even the 
Sanhedrim was not allowed to pronounce final 
judgment upon any important case which in- 
volved the infliction of capital punishment. A 
people controlled, as were the Jews, by bigotry 
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and superstition, are most cruel and unrelenting. 
The wisdom of God was displayed in sending his 
Son to the world at a time when the Roman 
power held sway. Had the Jewish economy 
possessed full authority, we should not now have 
a history of the life and ministry of Christ 
among men. The jealous priests and rulers 
would have quickly made away with so formida- 
ble a rival. He would have been stoned to death 
on the false accusation of breaking the law of 
God. The Jews put no one to death by cruci- 
fixion; that was a Roman method of punishment; 
there would therefore have been no cross upon 
Calvary. Prophecy would not then have been 
fulfilled ; for Christ was to be lifted up in the 
most public manner on the cross, as the serpent 
was lifted up in the wilderness. 

Had the coming of Christ been deferred many 
years later, until the Jewish power had become 
still less, prophecy would have failed of its ful- 
fillment ; for it would not have been possible for 
the Jews, with their waning power, to have in- 
fluenced the Roman authorities to sign the death- 
warrant of Jesus upon the lying charges pre- 
sented, and there would have been no cross of 
Christ erected upon Calvary. Soon after the 
Saviour's execution the method of death by cru- 
cifixion was abolished. The scenes which took 
place at the death of Jesus, the inhuman conduct 
of the people, the supernatural darkness which 
veiled the earth, and the agony of nature dis- 
played in the rending of the rocks and the flash- 
ing of the lightning, struck them with such re- 
morse and terror, that the cross, as an instrument 
of death, soon fell into disuse. At the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, when mob power again ob- 
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tained control, crucifixion was again revived for 
a time, and many crosses stood upon Calvary. 

Christ coming at the' time and in the manner 
which he did was a direct and complete fulfill- 
ment of prophecy. The evidence of this, given 
to the world through the testimony of the apos- 
tles and that of their cotemporaries, is among 
the strongest proofs of the Christian faith. We 
were not eye-witnesses of the miracles of Jesus, 
which attest his divinity ; but we have the state- 
ments of his disciples who were eye-witnesses of 
them, and we see by faith through their eyes, 
and hear through their ears ; and our faith with 
theirs grasps the evidence given. 

The apostles accepted Jesus upon the testi- 
mony of prophets and righteous men, stretching 
over a period of many centuries. The Christian 
world have a full and complete chain of evidence 
running through both the Old and the New Testa- 
ment ; in the one pointing to a Saviour to come, 
and in the other fulfilling the conditions of that 
prophecy. All this is sufficient to establish the 
faith of those who are willing to believe. The 
design of God was to leave the race a fair op- 
portunity to develop faith in the power of God, 
and of his Son, and in the work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

The priests who ministered before the altar 
had gloomy presentiments as they looked upon 
the vail, rent by unseen hands from top to bot- 
tom, and which there had not been time to re- 
place or to fully repair. The uncovering of the 
sacred mysteries of the most holy place brought 
to them a shuddering dread of coming calamity. 
Many of the officiating priests were deeply con- 
victed of the true character of Jesus ; their search- 
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ing of the prophecies had not been in vain, and 
after he was raised from the dead they acknowl- 
edged him as the Son of God. 

During that memorable passover the scenes of 
the crucifixion were the theme of thought, and 
the topic of conversation. Hundreds had brought 
with them to the passover their afflicted relatives 
and friends, expecting to see Jesus and prevail 
upon him to heal and save them. Great was 
their disappointment to find that he was not at 
the feast ; and when they were told that he had 
been executed as a criminal, their indignation 
and grief knew no bounds. 

The multitudes of sufferers who had come with 
the expectation of being healed by the Sav- 
iour sank under their disappointment. The 
streets and the temple courts were filled with 
mourning. The sick were dying for want of the 
healing touch of Jesus of Nazareth. Physicians 
were consulted in vain ; there was no skill like 
that of Him who lay in state in Joseph's tomb. 
The afflicted, who had long looked forward to 
this time as their only hope of relief, asked in 
vain for the Healer they had sought. 

The revenge which the priests thought would 
be so sweet had already become bitterness -to 
them. They knew that they were meeting the 
severe censure of the people ; they knew that 
the very persons whom they had influenced 
against Jesus were now horrified by their own 
shameful work. As they witnessed all these 
proofs of the divine influence of Jesus, they were 
more afraid of his dead body in the tomb than 
they had been of him when he was living and 
among them. The possibility of his coming forth 
from the sepulcher filled their guilty souls with 
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indescribable terror. They felt that Jesus might 
at any time stand before them, the accused to be- 
come the accuser, the condemned to in turn con- 
demn, the slain to demand justice in the death of 
his murderers. 



THE RESURRECTION. 

Every preparation had been made at the aep- 
ulcher to prevent any surprise or fraud being 
perpetrated by the disciples. The night had 
worn slowly away, and the darkest hour before 
daybreak had come. The Roman guards were 
keeping their weary watch, the sentinels pacing 
to and fro before the sepulcher, while the re- 
mainder of the detachment of one hundred sol- 
diers were reclining upon the ground in different 
positions, taking what rest they could. But an- 
gels were also guarding the sepulcher, one of 
whom could have stricken down the whole Ro- 
man army by the putting forth of his power. 

One of the most exalted order of angels is sent 
from Heaven; his countenance is like the light- 
ning, and his garments white as snow. He parts 
the darkness from his track, and the whole heav- 
ens are lit with his resplendent glory. The 
sleeping soldiers start simultaneously to their 
feet, and gaze with awe and wonder at the open, 
lighted heavens, and the vision of brightness 
which approaches. The earth trembles and 
heaves; soldiers, olhcers, and sentinels all fall 
as^ dead men prostrate upon the earth. The 
evil angels, who have triumphantly claimed 
the body of Christ, flee in terror from the place. 
One of the mighty, commanding angels who has, 
with his company, been keeping watch over the 
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tomb of his Master, joins the powerful angel who 
comes from Heaven; and together they advance 
directly to the sepulcher. 

The angelic commander laid hold of the great 
stone which had required many strong men to 
place it in position, rolled it away, and took his 
seat upon it, while his companion entered the 
sepulcher and unwound the wrappings from the 
face and head of Jesus. Then the mighty angel, 
with a voice that caused the earth to quake, was 
heard : Jesus, thou Son of God, thy Father calls 
thee ! Then he who had earned the power to 
conquer death and the grave came forth, with the 
tread of a conqueror, from the sepulcher, amid 
the reeling of the earth, the flashing of lightning, 
and the roaring of thunder. An earthquake 
marked the hour when Christ laid down his life ; 
and another earthquake signaled the moment 
when he took it up again in triumph. 

Jesus was the first-fruits of them that slept. 
When he came forth from the tomb he called a 
multitude from the dead, thus settling forever the 
long-disputed question of the resurrection. In 
raising this multitude of captives from the dead, 
he gives evidence that there will be a final res- 
urrection of those who sleep in Jesus. The be- 
lievers in Christ thus receive the very light they 
want in regard to the future life of the pious 
dead. 

Satan was bitterly incensed that his angels 
had fled from the presence of the heavenly an- 
gels, and that Christ had conquered death, and 
shown by this act what his future power was to 
be. All the triumph that Satan had experienced 
in witnessing his own power over men, which 
had urged them on to insult and murder the Son 
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of God, fled before this exhibition of the divine 
power of Christ. He had dared to hope that Je- 
sus would not take up his life again ; but his 
courage failed him when the Saviour came forth, 
having paid the full ransom of man, and enabled 
him to overcome Satan in his own behalf in the 
name of Christ, the Conqueror. The arch-enemy 
now knew that he must eventually die, and that 
his kingdom would have an end. 

In this scene of the resurrection of the Son of 
God is given a lively image of the glory that will 
be revealed at the general resurrection of the 
just at the second appearing of Christ in the 
clouds of heaven. Then the dead that are in 
their graves shall hear his voice and come forth 
to life ; and not only the earth, but the heavens 
themselves, shall be shaken. A few graves were 
opened at the resurrection of Christ ; but at his 
second coming all the precious dead, from right- 
eous Abel to the last saint that dies, shall awake 
to glorious, immortal life. 

If the soldiers at the sepulcher were so filled 
with terror at the appearance of one angel clothed 
with heavenly light and strength, that they fell 
as dead men to the ground, how will his enemies 
stand before the Son of God, when he comes in 
power and great glory, accompanied by ten 
thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of 
thousands of angels from the courts of Heaven ? 
Then the earth shall reel to and fro like a drunk- 
ard, and be removed as a cottage. The elements 
shall be in flames, and the heavens shall be rolled 
together as a scroll. 

At the death of Jesus the soldiers had beheld 
the earth wrapped in profound darkness at mid- 
day ; but at the resurrection they saw the bright- 



ness of the angels illuminate the night, and heard 
the inhabitants of Heaven singing with great 
joy and triumph : Thou hast vanquished Satan 
and the powers of darkness ! Thou hast swal- 
lowed up death in victory ! "And I heard a loud 
voice saying in Heaven, Now is come salvation 
and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and 
the power of his Christ ; for the accuser of our 
brethren is cast down, who accused them before 
our God day and night." 

The casting down of Satan as an accuser of 
the brethren in Heaven was accomplished by the 
great work of Christ in giving up his life. Not- 
withstanding Satan's persistent opposition, the 
plan of redemption was being carried out. Man 
was esteemed of sufficient value for Christ to 
sacrifice his life for him. Satan, knowing that 
the empire he had usurped would in the end be 
wrested from him, determined to spare no pains 
to destroy as many as possible of the creatures 
whom God had created in his image. He hated 
man because Christ had manifested for him such 
forgiving love and pity, and he now prepared to 
practice upon him every species of deception by 
which he might be lost ; he pursued his course 
with more energy because of his own hopeless 
condition. 

Christ came to earth to vindicate the claims 
of his Father's law, and his death shows the 
immutability of that law. But Satan thrusts 
upon man the fallacy, that the law of God was 
abolished by the death of Christ, and he thus 
leads many professed Christians to transgress the 
Father's commandments, while they assume de- 
votion to his Son. 

The Christian world is not sufficiently ac- 
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quainted with the history of Satan, and the ter- 
rible power that he wields. Many look upon him 
as a mere imaginary being. Meanwhile he has 
crept into the popular mind; he sways the peo- 
ple — he assumes the character of an angel of 
light — he marshals his trained forces like a skilled 
general — he has gained profound knowledge of 
human nature, and can be logical, philosophical, 
or hypocritically religious. 

He now prepared to work upon the minds of 
the priests in regard to the event of the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. He knew that, having already 
fallen into his trap, and committed the horrible 
crime of slaying the Son of God, they were en- 
tirely in his power, and their only course to 
escape the wrath of the people was to persist in 
denouncing Jesus as an impostor, and to accuse 
his disciples of stealing away his body that they 
might declare him to be risen from the dead. 

After the exceeding glory of the angelic mes- 
senger had faded from the heavens and from the 
scpulcher, the Roman guards ventured to raise 
their heads and to look about them. They saw 
that the great stone at the door of the sepulcher 
was removed, and they arose in consternation to 
find the body of Jesus gone and the tomb empty. 
They turned from the sepulcher, overwhelmed 
by what they had seen and heard, and made their 
way with all haste to the city, relating to those 
wliom they met the marvelous scenes they had 
witnessed. Some of the disciples, who had 
passed a sleepless night, heard the wonderful 
story with mingled hope and fear. Meanwhile 
a messenger was dispatched to the priests and 
rulers, announcing to them : Christ whom ye 
crucified is risen from the dead ! 



A servant was immediately sent with a private 
message summoning the Roman guard to the 
palace of the high priest. There they were closely 
questioned; they gave a full statement of what 
they had witnessed at the sepulcher: That an 
awful messenger had come from Heaven with 
face like the lightning for brightness, and with 
garments white as snow ; that the earth shook 
and trembled, and they were stricken powerless ; 
that the angel had laid hold of the immense stone 
at the door of the sepulcher, and had rolled it 
away as if it had been a pebble ; that a form of 
great glory had emerged from the sepulcher; 
that a chorus of voices had made the heavens 
and earth vocal with songs of victory and joy ; 
that when the light had faded out, and the music 
had ceased, they had recovered their strength, 
found the tomb empty, and the body of Jesus 
nowhere to be found. 

When the priests, scribes, and rulers heard this 
account, their faces were blanched to a deadly pal- 
lor. They could not utter a word. With horror 
they perceived that two-thirds of the proph- 
ecy concerning Messiah had now been fulfilled, 
and their hearts failed them with fear of what 
might be about to take place. They could not 
question the evidence of the witnesses before 
them. Jesus of Nazareth, the crucified one, had 
indeed risen from the dead. 

When they had recovered from their first shock 
at hearing this news, they began to consider 
what course they would best pursue, and Satan 
was present to suggest ways and means. They 
felt that they had placed themselves where they 
had no alternative but to brave it out, and deny 
Christ to the very last. They reasoned that if 
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this report should be circulated among the peo- 
ple, they would not only be stripped of their 
honor and authority, but would probably lose 
their lives. Jesus had said that he would rise 
from the dead and ascend to Heaven ; they de- 
termined to keep the people in ignorance of the 
fulfillment of his word. They thought this could 
be done if the Roman guard could be bought 
with money. 

They found upon trial that the guard could be 
induced by large bribes to deny their former re- 
port, and to testify that the disciples had stolen 
the body of Jesus in the night, while the sen- 
tinels slept. It was a crime punishable by death 
for a sentinel to sleep at his post ; and, in order 
to secure the evidence they wished, the priests 
promised to insure the safety of the guard. The 
Roman soldiers sold their integrity to the false 
Jews for money. They came in before the priests 
burdened with a most startling message of truth, 
and went out with a burden of money, and with 
a lying report upon their tongues which had 
been framed for them by the priests. 

Meanwhile a messenger had been sent, bearing 
the news to Pilate. When he heard what had 
occurred, his soul was filled with terror. He shut 
himself within his home, not wishing to see any 
one ; but the priests found their way into his 
presence, and urged him to make no investigation 
of the affirmed neglect of the sentinels, but to let 
the matter pass. Pilate at length consented to 
this, after having a private interview with the 
guard, and learning all the particulars from them. 
They dared not conceal anything from the gov- 
ernor for fear of losing their lives. Pilate did 
not prosecute the matter farther, but from that 
time there was no more peace or comfort for him. 



THE WOMEN AT THE TOMB. 

The spices with which the body of Jesus was 
to be anointed had been prepared on the day pre- 
ceding the Sabbath. Early in the morning of 
the first day of the week, the Marys, with certain 
other women, went to the sepulcher to proceed 
with the work of embalming the body of the 
Saviour. As they neared the garden, they 
were surprised to see the heavens beautifully 
lighted up, and the earth trembling beneath 
their feet. They hastened to the sepulcher, and 
were astonished to find that the stone was rolled 
away from the door, and that the Roman guard 
were not there. They noticed a light shining 
about the tomb, and, looking in, saw that it was 
empty. 

Mary then hastened with all speed to the dis- 
ciples, and informed them that Jesus was not in 
the sepulcher where they had laid him. While 
she was upon this errand, the other women, who 
waited for her at the sepulcher, made a more 
thorough examination of the interior, to satisfy 
themselves that their Lord was indeed gone. 
Suddenly they beheld a beautiful young man, 
clothed in shining garments, sitting by the sepul- 
cher. It was the angel who had rolled away the 
stone, and who now assumed a character that 
would not terrify the women who had been the 
friends of Christ, and assisted him in his public 
ministry. But notwithstanding the veiling of the 
brightness of the angel, the women were greatly 
amazed and terrified at the glory of the Lord 
which encircled him. They turned to flee from the 
sepulcher, but the heavenly messenger addressed 
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them with soothing and comforting words: "Fear 
not ye; for 1 know that ye seek Jesus, who was 
crucified, lie is not here, for he is risen, as he 
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 
And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is 
risen from the dead ; and behold, he goeth before 
you into Galilee ; there shall ye see him ; lo, I 
have told you." 

As the women responded to the invitation of 
the angel, and looked again into the sepulcher, 
they saw another angel of shining brightness, 
who addressed them with the inquiry : " Why 
seek ye the living among the dead ? He is not 
here, but is risen ; remember how he spake unto 
you when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son 
of man must be delivered into the hands of sin- 
ful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise 
again." These angels were well acquainted with 
the words of Jesus to his disciples, lor they had 
been with him in the capacity of guardian angels, 
through all the scenes of his life, and had wit- 
nessed his trial and crucifixion. 

With combined wisdom and tenderness, the 
angels reminded the women of the words of 
Jesus, warning them beforehand of his crucifixion 
and resurrection. The women now fully com- 
prehended the words ol their Master, which at the 
time were veiled in mystery to them. They gath- 
ered fresh hope and courage. Jesus had declared 
that he would rise from the dead, and had rested 
his claims as the Son of God, the Redeemer of 
the world, upon his future resurrection from the 
dead. 

Mary, who had first discovered that the tomb 
was empty, hurried to Peter and John, and an- 
nounced that the Lord had been taken out of the 



sepulcher, and she knew not where they had laid 
him. At these words the disciples both hastened 
to the sepulcher, and found it as Mary had said. 
The body of their Master was not there, and the 
linen clothes lay by themselves. Peter was per- 
plexed; but John believed that Jesus had risen 
from the dead, as he had told them he should do. 
They did not understand the scripture of the Old 
Testament, which taught that Christ should rise 
from the dead ; but the belief of J ohn was based 
upon the words of Jesus himself while he was 
yet with them. 

The disciples left the sepulcher, and returned 
to their homes ; but Mary could not bear to leave 
while all was uncertainty as to what had become 
of the body of her Lord. As she stood weeping, 
she stooped down to once more look into the 
sepulcher ; and lo, there were two angels, clothed 
in garments of white. They were disguised by 
an appearance of humanity, and Mary did not 
recognize them as celestial beings. One sat 
where the head of Jesus had rested, and the other 
where his feet had been. They addressed Mary 
with the words: "Woman, why weepest thou? 
She saith unto them, Because they have taken 
away my Loid, and I know not where they have 
laid him." In view of the open sepulcher, and 
the disappearance of her Master's body, Mary 
was not easily comforted. 

In her abandonment of grief she did not no- 
tice the heavenly appeal ance of those who ad- 
dressed her. As she turned aside to weep, an- 
other voice inquired, "Woman, why weepest 
thou? Whom beekest thou?" Her eyes were 
so blinded by tears that she did not obfaerve the 
person who spoke to her, but she immediately 
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grasped the idea of obtaining from her interroga- 
tor some information concerning the whereabouts 
of her Master's body. She thought that the 
speaker might be the one who had charge of the 
garden, and she addressed him pleadingly : " Sir, 
if thou have borne him hence, tell me where 
thou hast laid him, and I will take him away." 

^ She felt that if she could only gain possession 
of the precious crucified body of her Saviour, it 
would be a great consolation to her grief. She 
thought that if this rich man's tomb was consid- 
ered too honorable a place for her Lord, she would 
herself provide a place for him. Her great anx- 
iety was to find him, that she might give him 
honorable burial. But now the voice of Jesus 
himself fell upon her astonished ears. He said 
to her, " Mary." Instantly her tears were brushed 
away ; and he whom she supposed was the gar- 
dener stood revealed before her — it was Jesus ! 
For a moment she forgot in her joy that he had 
been crucified ; she stretched forth her hands to 
him, saying, " Babboni ! " Jesus then said, " Touch 
me not, for I am not yet ascended to my Father ; 
but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend unto my Father, and your Father ; and to 
my God, and your God." 

Jesus refused to receive the homage of his 
people until he knew that his sacrifice had been 
accepted by the Father, and nrit.il he had re- 
ceived the assurance from God himself that his 
.atonement for the sins of his people had been 
full and ample, that through his blood they might 
gain eternal life. Jesus immediately ascended to 
Heaven and presented himself before the throne 
of God r showing the marks of shame and cruelty 
upon his brow, his hands and feet. But he re- 



fused to receive the coronet of glory, and the royal 
robe, and he also refused the adoration of the 
angels as he had refused the homage of Mary, 
until the Father signified that his offering was 
accepted. 

He also had a request to prefer concerning his 
chosen ones upon earth. He wished to have 
the relation clearly defined that his redeemed 
should hereafter sustain to Heaven, and to his 
Father. His church must be justified and ac- 
cepted before he could accept heavenly honor. 
He declared it to be his will that where he was, 
there his church should be; if he was to have 
glory, his people must share it with him. They 
who suffer with him on earth must finally reign 
with him in his kingdom. In the most explicit 
manner Christ pleaded for his church, identifying 
his interest with theirs, and advocating, with a 
love and constancy stronger than death, their 
rights and titles gained through him. 

God's answer to this appeal goes forth in the 
proclamation : " Let all the angels of God wor- 
ship him." Every angelic commander obeys the 
royal mandate, and Worthy, worthy is the Lamb 
that was slain; and that lives again a triumphant 
conqueror ! echoes and re-echoes through all 
Heaven. The innumerable company of angels 
prostrate themselves before the Redeemer. The 
request of Christ is granted ; the church is justi- 
fied through him, its representative and head. 
Here the Father ratifies the contract with his Son, 
that he will be reconciled to repentant and obe- 
dient men, and take them into divine favor 
through the merits of Christ. Christ guarantees 
that he will make a man " more precious than 
fine gold, even a man than the golden wedge of 
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Ophir." All power in Heaven and on earth is 
now given to the Prince of life ; yet he does not 
for a moment forget his poor disciples in a sinful 
world, but prepares to return to them, that he 
may impart to them his power and glory. Thus 
did the Redeemer of mankind, by the sacrifice of 
himself, connect earth with Heaven, and finite 
man with the infinite God. 

Jesus said to Mary, "Touch me not; for I am 
not yet ascended to my Father." When he closed 
his eyes in death upon the cross, the soul of Christ 
did not go at once to Heaven, as many believe, or 
how could his words be true — "I am not yet 
ascended to my Father"? The spirit of Jesus 
slept in the tomb with his body, and did not 
wing its way to Heaven, there to maintain a 
separate existence, and to look down upon the 
mourning disciples embalming the body from 
which it had taken flight. All that comprised 
the life and intelligence of Jeans remained with 
his body in bhe eepulcher ; and when he came 
forth it was as a whole being ; he did not have to 
summon his spirit from Heaven. He had power 
to lay down his life and to take it up again. 
v The brightest morning that ever dawned upon 
a fallen world, was that in which the Saviour rose 
from the dead ; but it was of no greater impor- 
tance to man than the day upon which his trial 
and crucifixion took place. It was no marvel to 
the heavenly host that He who controlled the 
power of death, and had life in himself, should 
awaken from the sleep of the grave. But it was 
a marvel to them that their loved Commander 
should die for rebellious men. 

Christ rested in the tomb on the Sabbath day, 
and when holy beings of both Heaven and earth 



were astir on the morning of the first day of the 
week, he rose from the grave to renew his work 
of teaching his disciples. But this fact does not 
consecrate the first day of the week, and make it 
a Sabbath. Jesus, prior to his death, established 
a memorial of the breaking of his body and the 
spilling of his blood for the sins of the world, in 
the ordinance of the Lord's supper, saying, "For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye 
do show the Lord's death till he come." And the 
repentant believer, who takes the steps required 
in conversion, commemorates in his baptism the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. He 
goes down into the water in the likeness of 
Christ's death and burial, and he is raised out of 
the water in the likeness of his resurrection — not 
to take up the old life of sin, but to live a new 
life in Christ Jesus. 

The other women who had seen and been ad- 
dressed by the angels, left the sepulcher with 
mingled feelings of fear and great joy. They 
hastened to the disciples, as the angels had di- 
rected, and related to them the things which they 
had seen and heard. Peter was expressly men- 
tioned by the angel as one to whom the women 
were to communicate their news. This disciple 
had been the most despondent of all the little 
company of Christ's followers, because of his 
shameful denial of the Lord. Peter's remorse for 
his crime was well understood by the holy angels, 
and their tender compassion for the wayward and 
sorrowing is revealed in the solicitude they mani- 
fested for the unhappy disciple, and which evi- 
denced to him that his repentance was accepted, 
and his sin forgiven. 

When the disciples heard the account "which 
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the women brought, tbey were astonished. They 
began to recall the words of their Lord which 
foretold his resurrection. Still, this event, which 
should have filled their hearts with joy, was a 
great perplexity to them. After their great dis- 
appointment in the death of Christ, their faith 
was not strong enough to accept the fact of the 
resurrection. Their hopes had been so blighted 
that they could not believe the statement of the 
women, but thought that they were the subjects 
of an illusion. Even when Mary Magdalene tes- 
tified that she had seen and spoken with her 
Lord, they still refused to believe that he had 
risen. 

They were terribly depressed by the events 
that had crowded upon them. On the sixth day 
they had seen their Master die ; upon the first 
day of the succeeding week they found them- 
selves deprived of his body, and the stigma rest- 
ing upon them of having stolen it away for the 
purpose of practicing a deception upon the people. 
They despaired of ever correcting the false im- 
pressions that had gained ground against them ; 
and now they were newly perplexed by the re- 
ports of the believing women. In their trouble 
their hearts yearned for their beloved Master, 
who had always been ready to explain the mys- 
teries that perplexed them and to smooth their 
difficulties. 

JESUS AT EMMAUS. 

On this same day Jesus met several of his dis- 
ciples, and greeted them with " All hail," upon 
which they approached him and held him by 
the feet- and worshiped him. He permitted this 



homage, for he had then ascended to his Father, 
and had received his approval, and the worship 
of the holy angels. Late in the afternoon of the 
same day, two of the disciples were on their way 
to Emmaus, eight miles from Jerusalem. They 
had come to the city to keep the passover, and 
the news of the morning in regard to the removal 
of the body of Jesus from the sepulcher had 
greatly perplexed them. This perplexity had 
been increased by the reports of the women con- 
cerning the heavenly messengers, and the appear- 
ance of Jesus himself. They were now return- 
ing to their home to meditate and pray, in hope 
of gaining some light in reference to these mat- 
ters which so confused their understanding. 

These two disciples had not held a prominent 
position beside Jesus in his ministry, but they 
were earnest believers in him. Soon after they 
began their journey, they observed a stranger 
coming up behind them, who presently joined 
their company ; but they, were so busy with per- 
plexing thoughts, which they were communi- 
cating to each other, that they scarcely noticed 
they were not alone. Those strong men were so 
burdened with grief that they wept as they 
traveled on. Christ's pitying heart of love saw 
here a sorrow which he could relieve. The dis- 
ciples were reasoning with each other concerning 
the events of the past few days, and marveling 
how the fact of Jesus yielding himself up to a 
shameful death could be reconciled with his 
claims as the Son of God. 

One maintained that he could be no pretender, 
but had been himself deceived in regard to his 
mission and his future glory. They both feared 
that what his enemies had flung in his teeth was 
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too true — "He saved others; himself he cannot 
save." Yet they wondered how he could be 
so mistaken in himself, when he had given them 
such repeated evidence that he could read the 
hearts of others. And the strange reports of the 
women threw them into still greater uncertainty. 

Long might these disciples have perplexed 
themselves over the mysteries of the past few 
days, if they had not received enlightenment 
from Jesus. He, disguised as a stranger, entered 
into conversation with them. "But their eyes 
were holden that they should not know him. 
And he said unto them, What manner of com- 
munications are these that ye have one to an- 
other, as ye walk, and are sad ? And the one of 
them whose name was Cleopas, answering said 
unto him, Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, 
and hast not known the things which are come 
to pass there in these days ? And he said unto 
them, What things ? And they said unto him, 
Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people." 

They then recounted to him the facts of the 
trial and crucifixion of their Master, together 
with the testimony of the women in regard to 
the removal of his body, the vision of angels 
which they had seen, the news of the resurrec- 
tion, and the report of those disciples who had 
gone to the sepulcher. " Then he said unto 
them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets have spoken ; ought not Christ 
to have suffered these things, and to enter into 
his glory ? And beginning at Moses and all the 
prophets, he expounded unto them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself." 



The disciples were silent from amazement and 
delight. They did not venture to ask the stran- 
ger who he was. They listened to him intently, 
charmed by his intelligence, and drawn toward 
him by his gracious words and manner, as he 
opened the Scriptures to their understanding, 
snowing them from prophecy how Christ must 
suffer, and after suffering enter into his glory. 

Jesus began with the first book written by 
Moses, and traced down through all the prophets 
the inspired proof in regard to his life, his mis- 
sion, his suffering, death, and resurrection. He 
did not deem it necessary to work a miracle to 
evidence that he was the risen Redeemer of the 
world ; but he went back to the prophecies, and 
gave a full and clear explanation of them to set- 
tle the question of his identity, and the fact that 
all which had occurred to him was foretold by 
the inspired writers. Jesus ever carried the 
minds of his hearers back to the precious mine 
of truth found in the Old-Testament Scriptures. 
The esteem in which he held those sacred records 
is exemplified in the parable of the rich man and 
Lazarus, where he says, " If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded 
though one rose from the dead." The apostles 
also all testify to the importance of the Old- 
Testament Scriptures. Peter says: "For the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of 
man ; but holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost." Luke thus speaks 
of the prophets who predicted the coming of 
Christ : " Blessed be the Lord God of Israel ; for 
he hath visited and redeemed his people; and 
hath raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David, as he spake by the 
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mouth of his holy prophets, which have been 
since the world began." 

It is the voice of Christ that speaks through 
the prophets and patriarchs, from the days of 
Adam even down to the closing scenes of time. 
This truth was not discerned by the Jews who 
rejected Jesus, and it is not discerned by many 
professing Christians to-day. A beautiful har- 
mony runs through the Old and New Testa- 
ments ; passages which may seem dark at a first 
reading, present clear interpretations when dili- 
gently studied, and compared with other script- 
ure referring to the same subject. A careful 
search of the prophecies would have so enlight- 
ened the understanding of the Jews that they 
would have recognized Jesus as the predicted 
Messiah. But they had interpreted those pre- 
dictions to meet their own perverted ideas and 
ambitious aspirations. 

The disciples had been confused by the inter- 
pretations and traditions of the priests, and 
hence their darkness and unbelief in regard to 
the trial, death, and resurrection of their Master. 
These misinterpreted prophecies were now made 
plain to the understanding of the two disciples, 
by Him who, through his Holy Spirit, inspired 
men to write them. Jesus showed his disciples 
that every specification of prophecy regarding 
Messiah had found an exact fulfillment in the 
life and death of their Master. He addressed 
them as a stranger, and as one who was aston- 
ished that they had not interpreted the Script- 
ures correctly, which would have relieved them 
from all their difficulties. 

.,• Although Jesus had previously taught them 
in' regard to the prophecies, yet they had been 



unable to entirely relinquish the idea of the tem- 
poral kingdom of Christ at his first coming. 
Their preconceived views led them to look upon 
his crucifixion as the final destruction of all their 
hopes. But when, in the midst of their discour- 
agement, they were shown that the very things 
which had caused them to despair formed the 
climax of proof that their belief had been correct, 
their faith returned with increased strength. 
They now comprehended many things which 
their Master had said before his triai, and which 
they could not at that time understand. Every- 
thing was clear and plain to their minds. In the 
life and death of Jesus they saw the fulfillment 
of prophecy, and their hearts burned with love 
for their Saviour. 

Many professed Christians throw aside the 
Old Testament, and shut themselves up to the 
New. The cry now is, " Away with the law and 
the prophets, and give us the gospel of Christ." 
If the life of Christ and the teachings of the New- 
Testament Scriptures were all that was necessary 
to establish belief, why did not Jesus upon this 
occasion merely refer to the doctrines he had 
taught, the wisdom and purity pi his character, 
and the miracles he had performed, as sufficient 
evidence of his Messiahship ? 

The history of the life, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus, as that of the Son of God, cannot be 
fully demonstrated without the evidence con- 
tained in the Old Testament. Christ is revealed 
in the Old Testament as clearly as in the New. 
The one testifies of a Saviour to come, while the 
other testifies of a Saviour that has come in the 
manner predicted by the prophets. In order to 
appreciate the plan of redemption, the Script- 
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ure of the Old Testament must be thoroughly un- 
derstood. It is the glorified light from the pro- 
phetic past that brings out the life of Christ and 
the teachings of the New Testament with clear- 
ness and beauty. The miracles of Jesus are a 
proof of his divinity ; but the strongest proofs 
that he is the world's Redeemer are found jn the 
prophecies of the Old Testament compared with 
the history of the New. Jesus said to the Jews 
"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testily of me." At that time there was no other 
scripture in existence save that of the Old Tes- 
tament ; so the injunction of the Saviour is 
plain. 

As the disciples walked on with Jesus, listen- 
ing intently to his gracious words, nothing in his 
bearing suggested to them that they were listen- 
ing to other than a casual pilgrim, returning 
from the feast, but one who thoroughly under- 
stood the prophecies. He walked as carelully 
as they over the rough stones, halting with them 
for a little rest alter climbing some unusually 
steep place. Thus the two disciples made their 
way along the mountainous road in company 
with the divine Saviour, who could say, " All 
power is given unto me in Heaven and on earth." 

This mighty conqueror of death, who had 
reached to the very depths of human misery to 
rescue a lost world, assumed the humble task of 
walking with the two disciples to Emmaus, to 
teach and comfort them. Thus he ever identifies 
himself with his suffering and perplexed people. 
In our hardest and most trying paths, lo, Jesus 
is, with us to smooth the way. He is the same 
Soil of man, with the same sympathies and love 



which he had before he passed through the tomb 
and ascended to his Father. 

At length, as the sun was going down, the dis- 
ciples with their companion arrived at their 
home. The way had never before seemed so 
short to them, nor had time ever passed so quick- 
ly. The stranger made no sign of halting ; but 
the disciples could not endure the thought of 
parting so soon from one who had inspired their 
hearts with new hope and joy, and they urged 
him to remain with them over night. Jesus did 
not at once yield to their invitation, but seemed 
disposed to pursue his journey. Thereupon the 
disciples, in their affection for the stranger, im- 
portuned him earnestly to tarry with them, urg- 
ing as a reason that " the day was far spent." 
Jesus yielded to their entreaties and entered 
their humble abode. 

The Saviour never forces his presence upon us. 
He seeks the company of those whom he knows 
need his care, and gives them an opportunity to 
urge his continuance with them, if they, with 
longing desire, entreat him to abide with them 
he will enter the humblest homes, and brighten 
the lowliest hearts. While waiting for the even- 
ing meal, Jesus continued to open the Scriptures 
to his hosts, bringing forward the evidence of his 
divinity, and unfolding to them the plan of salva- 
tion. The simple fare was soon ready, and the 
three took their position at the table, Jesus tak- 
ing his place at the head as was his custom. 

The duty of asking a blessing upon the food 
usually devolved upon the head of the family j 
but Jesus placed his hands upon the bread and 
blessed it. At the first word of his petition the 
disciples looked up in amazement. Surely none 
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other than^their Lord had ever done in this man- 
ner. His voice strikes upon their ear as the 
voice of their Master, and, behold, there are the 
wounds in his hands ! It is indeed the well- 
known form of their beloved Master ! For a 
moment they are spell-bound ; then they arise 
to fall at his feet and worship him ; but he sud- 
denly disappears from their midst. 

Now they know that they have been walking 
and talking with the risen Redeemer. Then- 
eyes had been clouded so that they had not be- 
fore discerned him, although the truths he ut- 
tered had sunk deep in their discouraged hearts. 
He who had endured the conflict of the garden, 
the shame of the cross, and who had gained the 
victory over death and the. tomb — He, before 
whom angels had fallen prostrate, worshiping 
with thanksgiving and praise, had sought the 
two lonely and desponding disciples, and been in 
their presence for hours, teaching and comforting 
them, yet they had not known him. 

Jesus did not hist reveal himself in his true 
character to them, and then open the Scriptures 
to their minds ; for he knew that they would be 
so overjoyed to see him again, risen from the 
dead, that their souls would be satisfied. They 
would not hunger for the sacred truths which he 
wished to indelibly impress upon their minds, 
that they might impart them to others, who 
should in their turn spread the precious knowl- 
edge, until thousands of people should receive 
the light given that day to the despairing disci- 
ples as they journeyed to Emmaus. 

He maintained his disguise till he had inter- 
preted the Scriptures, and had led them to an in- 
telligent faith in his life, his character, his mission 



to earth, and his death and resurrection. ■ He 
wished the truth to take firm root in their minds, 
not because it was supported by his personal 
testimonv, but because the typical law, and the 
prophets" of the Old Testament, agreeing with 
the facts of his life and death, presented unques- 
tionable evidence of that truth. When the ob- 
ject of his labors with the two disciples was 
gained, he revealed himself to them that their 
joy might be full, and then vanished from their 
sight. 

When these disciples left Jerusalem, to return 
to their homes, they intended to take up their 
old employment again, and conceal their blighted 
hopes as best they could. But now their joy ex- 
ceeded their former despair. " And they _ said 
one to another, Did not our heart burn within 
us, while he talked with us by the way, and 
while he opened to us the Scriptures ? " 

They forgot their hunger arid fatigue, and left 
the prepared repast, for they could not tarry in 
their homes and hold their newly found knowl- 
edge from the other disciples. They longed to 
impart their own joy to their companions, that 
they might rejoice together in a living Saviour 
risen from the dead. Late a>s it was, they set 
about retracing their way to Jerusalem; but 
how different were their feelings now from those 
which depressed them when they set out upon 
their way to Emmaus. Jesus was by their side, 
but they knew it not. He heard with gladness 
their expressions of joy and gratitude as they 
talked with each other by the way. 

They were too happy to notice the difficulties 
of the rough, uncertain road. There was no moon 
to light them, but their hearts were light with 
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the joy of a new revelation. They picked their 
way over the rough stones, and the dangerous 
ledges, sometimes stumbling and falling in their 
haste. But not at all disconcerted by this, they 
pressed resolutely on. Occasionally they lost 
their path in the darkness, and were obliged to 
retrace their steps until they found the track, 
when they renewed their journey with fresh 
speed. They longed to deliver their precious 
message to their friends. Never before had hu- 
man lips such tidings to proclaim ; for the fact 
of Christ's resurrection was to be the great truth 
around which all the faith and hope of the church 
would center. 

IN THE UPPER CHAMBER. 

When the disciples arrived at Jerusalem they 
entered the eastern gate, which was open on festal 
occasions. The houses were dark and silent, but 
they made their way through the narrow streets 
by the light of the rising moon. They knew 
that they would find their brethren in the mem- 
orable upper chamber where Jesus had spent the 
last night before his death. Here the disciples 
had passed the Sabbath in mourning for their 
Lord. And now they had no disposition to 
sleep, for exciting events were being related 
among them. Cautious hands unbarred the door 
to the repeated demand of the two travelers ; 
they entered, and with them also entered Jesus, 
who had been their unseen companion all the 
way. 

They found the disciples assembled, and in a 
state of excitement. Hope and faith were strug- 
gling for ascendency in their minds. The report 



of Mary Magdalene, and that of the other wom- 
en, had been heard by all ; but some were too 
hopeless to believe their testimony. The evi- 
dence of Peter, concerning his interview with the 
risen Lord, was borne with great ardor and assur- 
ance, and bad more weight with the brethren, and 
their faith began to revive. When the disciples 
from Emmaus entered with their joyful tidings, 
they were met by the exclamation from many 
voices : "The Lord is risen indeed, and hath ap- 
peared to Simon." 

The two from Emmaus told their story of how 
the Lord had opened their eyes, and revealed to 
Ihem the straight chain of prophecy which reached 
from the days of the patriarchs to that time, and 
foreshadowed all that had transpired regarding 
their Saviour. The company heard this report 
in breathless silence. Some were inspired with 
new faith; others were incredulous. Suddenly 
Jesus himself was in their midst. His hands 
were raised in blessing, and he said unto them, 
" Peace be unto you." 

"But they were terrified and affrighted, and 
supposed that they had seen a spirit. And he 
said unto them, Why are ye troubled ? and why 
do thoughts arise in your hearts? Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself; handle 
me, and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, 
as ye see me have. And when he had thus 
spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet." 

There they beheld the feet and hands marred 
by the cruel nails ; and they recognized his melo- 
dious voice, like none other they had ever heard. 
"And while they yet believed not for joy, and 
wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any 
meat ? And they gave him a piece of a broiled 
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fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and 
did eat before them." Faith and joy now took 
the place of doubt and unbelief, and they ac- 
knowledged their risen Saviour with feelings 
which no words could express. 

Jesus now expounded the Scriptures to the 
entire company, commencing with the first book 
of Moses, and dwelling particularly on the proph- 
ecy pointing to the time then present, and fore- 
telling the sufferings of Christ and his resurrec- 
tion. "And he said unto them, These are the 
words which I spake unto you, while I was yet 
with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which 
were written in the law of Moses, and in the 
prophets, and in the Psalms, concerning me. 
Then opened he their understanding, that they 
might understand the Scriptures. And said unto 
them, Thus it is written, and thus it behooved 
Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the 
third day; and that repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are 
witnesses of these things." 

The disciples now began to realize the nature 
and extent of their commission. They were to 
proclaim to the world the wonderful truths which 
Christ had intrusted to them. The events of 
his life, his death, and resurrection, the harmony 
of prophecy with those events, the sacredness of 
the law of God, the mysteries of the plan of sal- 
vation, the power of Jesus for the remission of 
sins — to all these things were they witnesses, 
and it was their work to make them known to 
all men, beginning at Jerusalem. They were to 
proclaim a gospel of peace and salvation through 
repentance and the power of the Saviour. At 



the first advent of Jesus to the world, the angel 
announced: Peace on earth, and good will to 
men. After his earthly life was completed, he 
came forth from the dead, and, appearing for the 
first time to his assembled disciples, addressed 
them with the blessed words, "Peace be unto 

you." 

Jesus is ever ready to speak peace to souls 
that are troubled with doubts and fear. This 
precious Saviour waits for us to open the door 
of our heart to him, and say, Abide with us. He 
says, " Behold, I stand at the door, and knock ; 
if any man hear my voice, and open the door, I 
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me." Our life is a continual strife ; we 
must war against principalities and powers, 
against spiritual wickedness, and foes that never 
sleep ; we must resist temptations, and overcome 
as Christ overcame. When the peace of Jesus 
enters our heart we are calm and patient under 
the severest trials. 

The resurrection of Jesus was a sample of 
the final resurrection of all who sleep in him. 
The risen body of the Saviour, Ms deportment, 
the accents of his speech, were all familiar to his 
followers. In like manner will those who sleep 
in Jesus rise again. We shall know our friends 
even as the disciples knew Jesus. Though they 
may have been deformed, diseased, or disfigured 
in this mortal life, yet in their resurrected and 
glorified body their individual identity will be 
perfectly preserved, and we shall recognize, in 
the face radiant with the light shining from the 
face of Jesus, the lineaments of those we love. 

The death of Jesus had left Thomas in blank 
despair. His faith seemed to have gone out in 
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utter darkness. Ho was not present in the up- 
per chamber when Jesus appeared to his disci- 
ples. He had heard the reports of the- others, 
and had received copious proof that Jesus had 
risen, but stolid gloom and stubborn unbelief 
closed his heart against all cheering testimony. 
As he heard the disciples repeat their account of 
the wonderful manifestation of the resurrected 
Saviour, it only served to plunge him in deeper 
despair; for if Jesus had really risen from the 
dead there could be no farther hope of his literal 
earthly kingdom. It also wounded his vanity 
to think that his Master would reveal himself to 
all his disciples but him; so he was determined 
not to believe, and for an entire week he brooded 
over his wretchedness, which seemed all the dark- 
er as contrasted with the reviving hope and 
faith of his brethren. 

During this time he frequently, when in com- 
pany with his brethren, reiterated the words, 
" Except I shall see in his hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the 
nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will 
not believe." He would not see through the 
eyes of his brethren, nor exercise faith which 
was dependent upon their testimony. He ar- 
dently loved, his Lord, but jealousy and unbelief 
took possession of his mind* and heart. 

The upper chamber was the home of a num- 
ber of the disciples, and every evening they all 
assembled in this place. On a certain evening 
Thomas decided to meet with his brethren ; for 
notwithstanding his unbelief, he cherished a faint 
hope, unacknowledged to himself, that the good 
news was true. While the disciples were par- 
taking of their usual meal, and meanwhile can- 



vassing the evidences of the truth of their faith 
which Christ had given them in the prophecies, 
"then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you." 

He then reproved the unbelieving who had 
not received the testimony of those who had 
seen him, an.d, turning to Thomas, said, " Reach 
hither thy ringer, and behold my hands; and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side ; and be not faithless, but believing." These 
words showed that he had read the thoughts and 
words of Thomas. The doubting disciple knew 
that none of his companions had seen Jesus for a 
week, and therefore could not have told the 
Master of his stubborn unbelief. He recognized 
the person before him as his Lord who had 
been crucified; he had no desire for farther 
proof; his heart leaped for joy as he realized 
that Jesus was indeed risen from the dead. 
He cast himself at the feet of his Master in deep 
affection and devotion, crying, " My Lord and my 
God." 

Jesus accepted his acknowledgment, but 
mildly rebuked him for his unbelief : x " Thomas, 
because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed ; 
blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have 
believed." Jesus here showed Thomas that his 
faith would have been more acceptable to him if 
he had believed the evidence of his brethren, 
and had not refused to believe until he had seen 
Jesus with his own eyes. If the world should 
follow this example of Thomas, no one would be- 
lieve unto salvation; for all who now receive 
Christ do so through the testimony of others. 

Many who have a weak and wavering faith, 
reason that if they had the evidence which 
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Thomas had from his companions they would 
not doubt as he did. They do not realize that 
they have not only that evidence, but additional 
testimony piled up about them on every side. 
Many who, like Thomas, wait for all cause of 
doubt to be removed, may never realise their 
desire as he did, but gradually become entrenched 
in their unbelief, until they cannot perceive the 
weight of evidence in favor of Jesus, and, like 
the skeptical Jews, what little light they have 
will go out in the darkness which closes around 
their minds. To reject the plain and conclusive 
evidences of divine truth hardens the heart, and 
blinds the understanding. The precious light, 
being neglected, fades utterly from the mind 
that is unwilling to receive it. 

Jesus, in his treatment of Thomas, gave his 
followers a lesson regarding the manner in which 
they should treat those who have doubts upon 
religious truth, and who make those doubts 
prominent. He did not overwhelm Thomas 
with words of reproach, nor did he enter into a 
controversy with him ; but, with marked conde- 
scension and tenderness, he revealed himself unto 
the doubting one. Thomas had taken a most 
unreasonable position, in dictating the only con- 
ditions of his faith ; but Jesus, by his generous 
love and consideration, broke down all the bar- 
riers he had raised. Persistent controversy will 
seldom weaken, unbelief, but rather put it upon 
self-defense, where it will find new support and 
excuse. Jesus, revealed in his love and mercy 
as the crucified Saviour, will wring from many 
once unwilling lips the acknowledgment of 
Thomas, " My Lord and my God." 



JESUS AT GALILEE. 

The captives brought up from the graves at 
the time of the resurrection of Jesus were his 
trophies as a conquering Prince. Thus he at- 
tested his victory over death and the grave ; thus 
he gave a pledge and an earnest of the resurrec- 
tion of all the righteous dead. Those who were 
called from their graves went into the city, and 
appeared unto many in their resurrected forms, 
and testified that Jesus had indeed risen from 
the dead, and that they had risen with him. 
The voice that cried, " It is finished," was heard 
among the dead. It pierced the walls of sepul- 
chers, and summoned the sleepers to arise. Thus 
shall it be when God's voice shall be heard shak- 
ing the heavens and earth. That voice will pen- 
etrate the graves and unbar the tombs. A 
mighty earthquake will then cause the world to 
reel to and fro like a drunkard. Then Christ, 
the King of Glory, shall appear, attended by all 
the heavenly angels. The trumpet shall sound, 
and the Life-giver shall call forth the righteous 
dead to immortal life. 

It was well known to the priests and rulers 
that certain persons who were dead had risen at 
the resurrection of Jesus. Authentic reports 
were brought to them of different ones who had 
seen and conversed with these resurrected ones, 
and heard their testimony that Jesus, the Prince 
of life, whom the priests and rulers had slain, was 
risen from the dead. The false report that the 
disciples had robbed the sepulcher of the body 
of their Master was so diligently circulated that 
very many believed it. But the priests, in 
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manufacturing their false report, overreached 
themselves, and all thinking persons, not blinded 
by bigotry, detected the falsehood. 

If the soldiers had been asleep, they could no 1 
know how the sepulcher became empty. If one 
sentinel had been awake, he would assuredly 
have wakened others. If they had really slept, 
as they affirmed they had, the consequence was 
well known to all. The penalty for such neglect 
of duty was. death, and there could be no hope 
of pardon ; so the offenders would not be likely 
to proclaim their fault. If the Jewish priests 
and rulers had discovered the sentinels asleep at 
their post, they would not have passed the mat- 
ter over so lightly, but would have demanded a 
thorough investigation of the matter, and the full 
penalty of the law upon the unfaithful soldiers. 

Had they had the least faith in the truthfulness 
of their statements, they would have called the 
disciples to account, and visited upon them the 
most unrelenting punishment. That they did 
not do this was a thorough proof of the inno- 
cence of the disciples, and of the fact that the 
priests were driven to the dire necessity of fab- 
ricating and circulating a lie to meet the evidence 
accumulating against them, and establishing the 
truth of the resurrection of Jesus, and his claims 
as the divine Son of God. The oft- repeated ap- 
pearance of Jesus to his disciples, and the per- 
sons of the dead who were resurrected with him, 
also did much to plant the truth in the minds of 
those who were willing to believe. 

This fabrication of the Jews has a parallel in 
our time ; the proud persecutors of righteousness 
expend their time, influence, and money to silence 
Oif controvert the evidence of truth; and the 



most inconsistent measures are taken to accom- 
plish this object. And there are not wanting 
persons of intelligence who will greedily swallow 
the most ridiculous falsehoods because they ac- 
cord with the sentiments of their hearts. This 
reveals the sad fact that God has given them up 
to blindness of mind, and hardness of heart. 
There are innocent persons, who may be deceived 
for a time because of the confidence they place 
in their deceivers ; but if they are teachable, and 
really desire a knowledge of the truth, they will 
have opportunity to perceive it. Doubts and 
perplexities will vanish ; they will discover the 
inconsistencies of their false guides ; for error it- 
self bears a constrained testimony for the truth. 

The priests and rulers were in continual dread 
lest, in walking the streets, or within the privacy 
of their own homes, they should meet face to 
face with the resurrected Christ. They felt that 
there was no safety for them; bolts and bars 
seemed but poor protection against the risen Son 
of God. 

Before his death Jesus had, in the upper cham- 
ber, told his disciples that after he was risen he 
would go before them into Galilee ; aad on the 
morning of the resurrection the angel at the 
sepulcher had said unto the women, " Go your 
way ; tell his disciples, and Peter, that he goeth 
before you into Galilee ; there shall ye see him, 
as he said unto you." The disciples were detained 
at Jerusalem during the passover week, for their 
absence would have been interpreted as disaffec- 
tion and heresy. During that time they assem- 
bled together at evening in the upper chamber, 
where some of them had their home ; here Jesus 
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twice revealed himself to them, and bade them 
tarry for a time at Jerusalem. 

As soon as the passoverwas finished, the breth- 
ren left Jerusalem, and went to Galilee as they 
had been directed. Seven of the disciples were 
in company ; they were clad in the humble garb 
of fishermen; they were poor in worldly goods, 
but rich in the knowledge and practice of the 
truth, which gave them, in the sight of Heaven, 
the highest rank as teachers. They had not 
been students in the school of the prophets, but 
for three years they had taken lessons from the 
greatest educator the world has ever known. 
Under his tuition they had become elevated, in- 
telligent, and refined, fit mediums through which 
the souls of men might be led to a knowledge of 
the truth. 

Much of the time of the Saviour's ministry 
was spent on the shores of Galilee, and there 
many of his most wonderful miracles were per- 
formed. As the disciples gathered together in 
a place where they were not likely to be dis- 
turbed, their minds were full of Jesus and his 
mighty works. On this sea, when their hearts 
were filled with terror, and the fierce storm was 
hurrying them on to destruction, Jesus had 
walked upon the crested billows to their rescue. 
Here the wildest storm was hushed by his voice, 
which said to the raging deep, "Peace, be still." 
Within sight was the beach, where, by a mighty 
miracle, he had fed above ten thousand persons 
from a few small loaves and fishes. Not far dis- 
tant was Capernaum, the scene of his most won- 
derful manifestations, in healing the sick and in 
raising the dead. As the disciples looked again 



upon Galileo, their minds were full of the words 
and deeds of their Saviour. 

The evening was pleasant, and Peter, who re- 
tained much of his old love for boats and fish- 
ing, proposed that they should go out upon 
the sea and cast their nets. This proposition 
met with the approval of all, for they were poor 
and in need of food and clothing, which they 
would be able to procure with the proceeds of a 
successful night's fishing. So they went out upon 
the sea in their boat, to pursue their old employ- 
ment. But they toiled through the entire night 
with no success. Through the long, weary hours 
they talked of their absent Lord, and recalled 
the scenes and events of thrilling interest which 
had been enacted in that vicinity, and of which 
they had been witnesses. They speculated upon 
what their own future would be, and grew sad 
at the prospect before them. 

All the while a lone watcher upon the shore 
followed them with his eye, while he himself was 
unseen. At length the morning dawned. The 
boat was but a little distance from the shore, and 
the disciples saw a stranger standing upon the 
beach, who accosted them with the question, 
" Children, have ye any meat ? " Not recogniz- 
ing Jesus, they answered, " No." "And be said 
unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the 
ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and 
now they were not able to draw it for the multi- 
tude of fishes." _ 

The disciples were filled with wonder at the 
result of their trial ; but John now discerned 
who the stranger was, and exclaimed to Peter, 
"It is the Lord." Joy now took the place of 
disappointment. Peter immediately girt about 
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him his fisher's coat, and, throwing himself into 
the water, was soon standing by the side of his 
Lord. The other disciples came in their boat, 
dragging the net with fishes. " As soon then as 
they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals 
there, and fish laid thereon, and bread." 

They were too much amazed to question whence 
came the fire and the repast. " Jesus saith unto 
them, Bring of the fish which ye have now 
caught." Peter, obeyirjg the command, rushed 
for the net which he had so unceremoniously 
dropped, and helped his brethren drag it to the 
shore. After the work was all done, and the 
preparation made, Jesus bade the disciples come 
and dine. He broke the bread and the fish, and 
divided it among them, and in so doing he was 
known and acknowledged of all the seven. The 
miracle of feeding the five thousand upon the 
mountain-side was now brought distinctly to 
their minds ; but a mysterious awe was upon 
them, and they kept silent as they looked upon 
their resurrected Saviour. 

They remembered that at the commencement 
of his ministry a similar scene had been enacted 
to that which had just taken place. Jesus had 
then bade them launch. out into the deep, and let 
down their nets for a draught, and the net had 
broken because of the amount of fishes taken. 
Then he had bade them leave their nets and fol- 
low him, and he would make them fishers of men. 
This last miracle that Jesus had just wrought was 
for the purpose of making the former miracle 
more impressive ; that the disciples might per- 
ceive that, notwithstanding they were to be de- 
prived of the personal companionship of their 
Master, and of the means of sustenance by the 
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pursuit of their favorite employment, yet a resur- 
rected Saviour had a care over them, and would 
provide for them while they were doing his work. 
Jesus also had a purpose in bidding them cast 
their net upon the right side of the ship. On 
that side stood Christ upon the shore. If they 
labored in connection with him — his divine pow- 
er uniting with their human effort — they would 
not fail of success. 

The repetition of the miraculous draught of 
fishes was a renewal of Christ's commission to 
his disciples. It showed them that the death of 
their Master did not remove their obligation to 
do the work which he had assigned them. To 
Peter, who had acted on many occasions as rep- 
resentative of the twelve, a special lesson was 
given. The part which he had acted on the night 
of his Lord's betrayal was so shameful and in- 
consistent with his former assertions of loyalty 
and devotion, that it was necessary for him to 
give evidence to all the disciples that he sincerely 
repented of his sin before he could resume his 
apostolic work. The Saviour designed to place 
him where he could regain the entire confidence 
of his brethren, lest, in the time of emergency, 
their distrust because of his former failure might 
cripple his usefulness. 

The disciples expected that Peter would no 
longer be allowed to oceupy the prominent posi- 
tion in the work which he had hitherto held, and 
he himself had lost his customary self-confidence. 
But Jesus, while dining by the sea-side, singled 
out Peter, saying, " Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me more than these ? " referring to his 
brethren. Peter had once said, " Though all men 
shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never 



48 



RESURRECTION OF CHRIST. 



be offended/' and had expressed himself ready to 
go to prison and to death with his Master. But 
now he puts a true estimate upon himself in the 
presence of the disciples : " Yea, Lord, thou know- 
est that I love thee." In this response of Peter 
there is no vehement assurance that his affection 
is greater than that of his companions ; he does 
not even express his own opinion of his devotion 
to his Saviour, but appeals to that Saviour, who 
can read all the motives of the human heart, to 
himself judge as^to his sincerity, — " Thou know- 
est that I love thee." 

The reply of Jesus was positively favorable to 
the repentant disciple, and placed him in a posi- 
tion of trust. It was, " Feed my lambs." Again Je- 
sus applied the test to Peter, repeating his former 
words : " Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me ? " 
This time he did not ask the disciple whether he 
loved him better than did his brethren. The sec- 
ond response of Peter was like the first, free from 
all extravagant assurance : " Yea, Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee." Jesus said unto him, 
" Feed my sheep." Once more the Saviour put 
the trying question : " Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 
thou me ? " Peter was grieved, for he thought 
the repetition of this question indicated that Jesus 
did not believe his statement. He knew that his 
Lord had cause to doubt him, and with an aching 
heart he answered, "Lord, thou knowest all 
things ; thou knowest that I love thee." Jesus 
said to him, " Feed my sheep." 

Three times had Peter openly denied his'Lord, 
and three times did Jesus draw from him the as- 
surance of his love and loyalty, by pressingjhome 
that pointed question, like a barbed arrow, to his 
wounded heart. Jesus, before the assembled dis- 
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ciples, brought out the depth of Peter's penitence, 
and showed how thoroughly humbled was the once 
boasting disciple. He was now intrusted with 
the important commission of caring for the flock 
of Christ. Though every other qualification 
might be unexceptionable, yet without the love 
of Christ he could not be a faithful shepherd over 
the Christian flock. Knowledge, eloquence, be- 
nevolence, gratitude, and zeal are all aids in the 
good work, but without an inflowing of the love 
of Jesus in the heart, the work of the Christian 
minister is a failure. 

Peter was naturally forward and impulsive, 
and Satan had taken advantage of these charac- 
teristics to lead him astray. When Jesus had 
opened before his disciples the fact that he must 
go to Jerusalem to sutler and die at the hands of 
the chief priests and scribes, Peter had presumptu- 
ously contradicted his Master, saying, " Be it far 
from thee, Lord ; this shall not be unto thee." He 
could not conceive it possible that the Son of God 
should be put to death. Satan suggested to his 
mind that jf Jesus was the Son of God he could 
not die. Just prior to the fall of Peter, Jesus had 
said to him, " Satan hath desired to have you, 
that he may sift you as wheat; but I have prayed* 
for thee, that thy faith fail not; and when thou 
art converted, strengthen thy brethren." That 
period had now come, and the transformation 
wrought in Peter was evident. The close, testing 
questions of the Lord had not provoked one for- 
ward, self-sufficient reply; and because of his 
humiliation and repentance he was better pre- 
pared than ever before to fill the office of shep- 
herd to the flock. 

The lesson which he had received from the chief 
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Shepherd, in the treatment of his case, was a most 
important one to Peter, and also to the other dis- 
ciples. It taught them to deal with the trans- 
gressor with patience, sympathy, and forgiving 
love. During the time in which Peter denied 
his Lord, the love which Jesus bore him never 
faltered. Just such love should the under-shep- 
herd feel for the sheep and lambs committed to 
his care. Remembering his own weakness and 
failure, Peter was to deal with his flock as ten- 
derly as Christ had dealt with him. 

Jesus walked alone with Peter, for there was 
something which he wished to communicate to 
him only. In that memorable upper chamber, 
previous to his death, Jesus had said to his disci- 
ple, "Whither I go thou canst not follow me 
now ; but thou shalt follow me afterwards;" Peter 
had replied to this : " Lord, why cannot I follow 
thee now ? I will lay down my life for thy sake." 
Jesus now, in sympathy for him, and that he 
might be strengthened for the final test of his 
faith in Christ, opened before him his future. He 
told him that after living a life of usefulness, 
when age was telling upon his strength, he should 
indeed follow his Lord. Said Jesus, "When 
thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself and walk- 
edst whither thou wouldest ; but when thou shalt 
be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and 
another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither 
thou wouldest not. This spake he, signifying by 
what death he should glorify God." 

Jesus here explicitly stated to Peter the fact 
and manner of his death ; he even referred to the 
stretching forth of his hands upon the cross ; and 
after he had thus spoken he repeated his former 
injunction : "Follow me." The disciple was not 



disconcerted by the revelation of his Master. He 
felt willing to suffer any death for his Lord. 
Peter saw that John was following, and a desire 
came over him to know his future, and he "saith 
to Jesus, Lord, and what shall this man do ? 
Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till 
I come, what is that to thee ? follow thou me." 
Peter should have considered that his Lord would 
reveal to him all that it was best for him to know, 
without inquiry on his part. It is the duty of 
every one to follow Christ, without undue anxiety 
as to the duty assigned to others. In saying of 
John, " If I will that he tarry till I come," Jesus 
gave no assurance that this disciple should live 
until the second coming of Christ ; he merely as- 
serted his own supreme power, and that even if 
he should will this to be so, it would in no way 
affect the work of Peter. The future of both 
John and Peter was in the hands of their Lord, 
and obedience in following him was the duty re- 
quired of each. 

John lived to be very aged ; he witnessed the 
fulfillment of the words of Christ in regard to 
the desolation of Jerusalem. He saw the stately 
temple of the Jews in ruins, and not one stone 
left upon another that was not thrown down. 
Peter was now an entirely converted man ; but 
the honor and authority received from Christ 
did not give him supremacy over his brethren. 
He was venerated, and had much influence in 
the church because of the favor of God in forgiv- 
ing him his apostasy, and intrusting to him the 
feeding of his flock, and because he ever remained 
one of the closest followers of Christ in his daily 
life. 
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MEETING OF THE BRETIIltEN. 

Then the eleven disciples went away into 
Galilee, into a mountain where Jesus had ap- 
pointed them. And when they saw him, they 
worshiped him ; but some doubted." There 
were others besides the eleven who assembled on 
the mountain-side. After he had revealed him- 
self to them, certain followers of Jesus were only 
partially convinced of his identity with the cru- 
cified One. But none of the eleven had any 
doubt upon the subject. They had listened to 
his words, revealing the straight chain of prophe- 
cy in regard to himself. He had eaten with them, 
and shown them his wounded side and his pierced 
hands and feet, and they had handled him, so 
there was no room for unbelief in their minds. 

This meeting at Galilee had been appointed 
by the Saviour ; the angel from Heaven had an- 
nounced it to several of the disciples; and Jesus 
himself had given them special directions in re- 
gard to it, saying, "After I am risen again, I will 
go before you into Galilee." The place upon the 
mountain-side was selected by Jesus, because of 
its accommodation for a large company. This 
meeting was of the utmost importance to the 
church, which was soon to be left to carry on 
the work without the personal presence of the 
Saviour. Jesus here designed to manifest him- 
self to all the brethren that should assemble, in 
order that all their doubt and unbelief might be 
swept away. 

The appointment of Jesus was repeated to 
those who believed on him, while they were 
yet lingering at Jerusalem, attending the festal 



occasions which followed the passover. The ti- 
dings reached many lonely ones who were mourn- 
ing the death of their Lord; and they made 
their way to the place of meeting by circuitous 
routes, coming in from every direction, that they 
might not excite the suspicion of the jealous 
Jews. With the most intense interest they as- 
sembled together. Those who had been favored 
with a sight of the resurrected Saviour recounted 
to the doubting ones the messages of the angels, 
and their interviews with their Master. They 
reasoned from scripture, as Jesus had done 
with them, showing how every specification of 
prophecy relating to the first advent of Christ 
had been fulfilled in the life, death, and resurrec- 
tion of Jesus. 

Thus the favored disciples passed from group 
to group, encouraging and strengthening the 
faith of their brethren. Many of those assem- 
bled heard these communications with amaze- 
ment. A new train of thought was started in 
their minds regarding the crucified One. If 
what they had just heard was true, then Jesus 
was more than a prophet. No one could tri- 
umph over death, and burst the fetters of the 
tomb, but Messiah. Their ideas of Messiah and 
his mission had been so confused by the false 
teachings of the priests that it was necessary for 
them to unlearn what had been taught them, in 
order to be able to accept the truth, that Christ, 
through ignominy, suffering, and death, should 
finally take his throne. 

With mingled anxiety, fear, and hope, they 
waited to see if Jesus would indeed appear to 
fulfill his appointment. Thomas recounted to an 
eager, listening crowd his former unbelief, and 
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his refusal to believe unless he saw the wounded 
hands, feet, and side of his Lord, and put his 
finger in the prints of the nails. He told them 
how his doubts were swept away forever by the 
sight of his Saviour, bearing the cruel marks of 
the crucifixion, and that he wished for no farther 
evidence. 

While the people were watching and waiting, 
suddenly Jesus stood in their midst. No one 
could tell from whence or how he came. The disci- 
ples recognized him at once, and hastened to pay 
him homage. Many who were present had never 
before seen him, but when they looked upon his 
divine countenance, and then upon his wounded 
hands and feet, pierced by the nails of the cruci- 
fixion, they knew it was the Saviour, and wor- 
shiped him. 

But there were some who still doubted ; they 
could not believe the joyous truth. "And Jesus 
came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in Heaven and in earth." This 
assurance of Jesus exceeded all their expecta- 
tions. They knew of his power, while he was 
one among them, over disease of every type, and 
over Satan and his angels ; but they could not 
at first grasp the grand reality that all power in 
Heaven and on earth had been given to Him who 
had walked their streets, and sat at their tables, 
and taught in their midst. 

Jesus sought to draw their minds away from 
himself personally, to the importance of his posi- 
tion as the heir of all things, an equal with God 
himself; that through suffering and conflict he 
had gained his great inheritance, the kingdoms of 
Heaven and of earth. He wished them to un- 
derstand at once how ample was his authority, 
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and, as one above all powers and principalities) 
he issued the great commission to his chosen dis- 
ciples : — 

" Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world. Amen." 

A wide door was thus thrown open before his 
amazed listeners, who had heretofore been taught 
theruost rigid seclusion from all save their^own 
nation. ^ A new and fuller interpretation of the 
prophecies dawned upon their minds; they la- 
bored to comprehend the work that was assigned 
them. The world regarded Jesus as an impos- 
tor ; only a few hundreds ranked under his ban- 
ner, and the faith of these fhad been fearfully 
shaken by the fact of his death, and they had 
not been able to settle upon^'any definite plan of 
action. Now Christ had revealed himself to 
them in his resurrected form, and had given them 
a mission so extensive that, with their limited 
views, they could scarcely comprehend it. It 
was difficult for them to realize that the faith 
which had bound them to the side of Jesus 
should not only be the religion of the Jews, but 
of all nations. 

Superstition, tradition, bigotry, and idolatry 
ruled the world. The Jews alone claimed to 
have a certain knowledge of God, and they were 
so exclusive, both socially and religiously, that 
they were despised by every other people. The 
high wall of separation which they had raised 
made the Jews a little world; to themselves, and 
they called all other classes 'heathen and dogs. 
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Bufc Jesus committed to his disciples the scheme 
of making known their religion to all nations, 
tongues, and people. It was the most sublime 
enterprise ever intrusted to man — to preach a 
crucified and risen Saviour, and a full and free 
salvation to all men, both rich and poor, learned 
and ignorant — to teach that Christ came to the 
world to pardon the repentant, and to offer them 
a love high as heaven, broad as the world, and 
enduring as eternity. 

They were to teach the observance of all things 
whatsoever Jesus had commanded them, and 
were to baptize in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Jesus was about to 
be removed from his disciples; but he assured 
them that although he should ascend to his Fa- 
ther, his Spirit and influence would be with them 
always, and with their sucessors even unto the end 
of the world. Christ could not have left his fol- 
lowers a more precious legacy than the assur- 
ance that his presence would be with them 
through all the dark and trying hours of life. 
When Satan seems ready to destroy the church 
of God, and bring his people to confusion, they 
should remember that One has promised to be 
with them who has said, "All power is given 
unto me in Heaven and on earth." 

Persecution and reproach have ever been the 
lot of the true followers of Christ. The world 
hated the Master, and it has ever hated his serv- 
ants; but the Holy Spirit, the Comforter which 
Christ sent unto his disciples, cheers and strength- 
ens them to do his work with fidelity during his 
personal absence. The Comforter, the Spirit of 
t<ruth, was to abide with them forever, and Christ 
assured them that the union existing between 
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himself and the Father, now also embraced them. 

The understanding of the disciples, which had 
been clouded by misinterpretation of the prophe- 
cies, was now fully opened by Jesus, who shed a 
clear light upon those scriptures referring to him- 
self. He showed them the true character of his 
kingdom; and they now began to see that it 
was not the mission of Christ to establish a 
temporal power, but that his kingdom of divine 
grace was to be manifested in the hearts of his 
people, and that only through his humiliation, 
suffering, and death, could the kingdom of his 
glory finally be established. 

The power of death was held by the devil; 
but Jesus had removed its stinging despair, by 
meeting the enemy upon his own territory and 
there conquering him. Henceforth death would 
be robbed of its terror for the Christian, since 
Christ himself had felt its pangs, and risen from 
the grave to sit at the right hand of the Father 
in Heaven, having all power in Heaven and on 
earth. The conflict between Christ and Satan 
was determined when the Lord arose from the 
dead, shaking the prison-house of his enemy to 
its foundations, and robbing him of his spoils by 
bringing up a company of the sleeping dead, as 
a fresh trophy of the victory achieved by the 
second Adam. This resurrection was a sample, 
and an assurance, of the final resurrection of the 
righteous dead at Christ's second coming. 

Jerusalem had been the scene of Christ's amaz- 
ing condescension for the human race. There 
had he suffered, been rejected, and condemned. 
The land of Judea, of which Jerusalem was the 
metropolis, was his birthplace. There, clad in 
the garb of humanity, he had walked with men, 
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and few had discerned how near Heaven came 
to earth when Jesus dwelt among them. It was, 
therefore, very appropriate that the work of the 
disciples should begin at Jerusalem. While all 
minds were agitated by the thrilling scenes of 
the past few weeks, it was a most fitting oppor- 
tunity for the message to be borne to that city. 

As the instruction of Jesus to the apostles was 
drawing to a close, and as the hour of his sepa- 
ration from them approached, he directed their 
minds more definitely to the work of the Spirit 
of God in fitting them for their mission. Through 
the medium of a familiar intercourse, he illu- 
minated their minds to understand the sublime 
truths which they were to reveal to the world. 
But their work was not to be entered upon till 
they should know of a surety, by the baptism of 
the Holy Ghost, that they were connected with 
Heaven. They were promised new courage and 
joy from the heavenly illumination they should 
then experience, and which would enable them 
to comprehend the depth and breadth and full- 
ness of God's love. 

After being fitted for their mission by the 
descent of the Holy Ghost, the disciples were to 
proclaim pardon for sin, and salvation through 
repentance, and the merits of a crucified and risen 
Saviour, and to reveal the principles of the king- 
dom of Christ, beginning at Jerusalem, and from 
thence extending their labors throughout Judea, 
and into Samaria, and finally to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. Here is a lesson to all who 
have a message of truth to give to the world : 
Their own hearts must first be imbued with the 
Spirit of God, and their labors should commence 
at home ; their families should have the benefit 
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of their influence ; and the transforming power 
of the Spirit of God should be demonstrated in 
their own homes by a well- disciplined family. 
Then the circle should widen ; the whole neigh- 
borhood should perceive the interest felt for their 
salvation, and the light of truth should be faith- 
fully presented to them ; for their salvation is of 
as much importance as that of persons at a dis- 
tance. From the immediate neighborhood, and 
adjoining cities and towns, the circle of the labors 
of God's servants should widen, till the message 
of truth is given to the uttermost parts of the 
earth. 

This was the order which Christ instituted for 
the labors of his disciples ; but it is frequently 
reversed by the evangelical workers of this time. 
They neglect the inner circle ; it is not felt to be 
a necessity that the quickening influence of the 
Spirit of God should first operate upon their own 
hearts, and sanctify and ennoble their lives. The 
simplest duties, lying directly in their path, are 
neglected for some wider and more distant field, 
where their labors are frequently expended in 
vain. Whereas in a field easier of access they 
would have labored with success, and encountered 
fewer trials, gaining influence and new courage 
as the way opened and broadened before them. 

The apostles might have entreated the Lord 
that, in view of the unappreciated efforts which 
had been put forth in Jerusalem, and the insult 
and cruel death to which Christ had been sub- 
jected, they might be permitted to seek some 
more promising field, where they would find 
hearts more ready to hear and receive their mes- 
sage. But no such plea was made. Jesus was 
the sole director of the work. The very ground 
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where the greatest of all teachers had scattered 
the seeds of truth, was to be thoroughly culti- 
vated by the apostles until those seeds should 
spring up and yield an abundant harvest. In 
their labors the disciples were to endure the ha- 
tred, oppression, and jealousy of the Jews ; but 
this had been experienced by their Master before 
them, and they were not to fly from it. 

Before his death, Jesus had said to his disci- 
ples, while comforting them in view of his ap- 
proaching humiliation and death, " Peace I leave 
with you ; my peace I give unto you." Now, af- 
ter the conflict and the victory, after triumphing 
over death, and receiving his reward, in a more 
emphatic manner he bestowed upon them that 
peace which passeth all understanding. He 
qualified them to enter upon the work which he 
had commenced. As he had been sent by his 
Father, so he sent forth the disciples. He 
breathed upon them, and said, " Receive ye the 
Holy Ghost." 

The apostles were not sent forth to be wit- 
nesses for Christ until they had received that 
spiritual endowment necessary to fit them for 
the execution of their great commission. All 
professions of Christianity are but lifeless ex- 
pressions of faith until Jesus imbues th.e believ- 
er with his spiritual life, which is the Holy 
Ghost. The evangelist is not prepared to teach 
the truth, and to be the representative of Christ, 
till he has received this heavenly gift. 

Men in responsible positions, who are pro- 
claiming the truth of God in the name of Jesus 
without the spiritual energy given by the quick- 
ening power of God, are doing an unreal work, 
and cannot be certain whether success or defeat 



will attend their labors. Many forget that re- 
ligion and duty are not dreary sentimentalisms, 
but earnest action. It is not the great services 
and lofty aspirations which receive the approval 
of God, but the love and consecration through 
which the service is performed, be it great or lit- 
tle. Storms of opposition and rebuffs are God's 
providences to drive us under the shelter of his 
wing. When the cloud envelops us, his voice 
is heard : " Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you ; not as the world giveth, give I 
unto you." 

The act of Christ in breathing upon his disci- 
ples the Holy Ghost, and in imparting his peace 
to them, was as a few drops before the plentiful 
shower to be given on the day of Pentecost. Je- 
sus impressed this fact upon his disciples, that as 
they should proceed in the work intrusted to 
them, they would the more fully comprehend the 
nature of that work, and the manner in which 
the kingdom of Christ was to be set up ori earth. 
They were appointed to be witnesses for the Sav- 
iour; they were to testify what they had seen 
and heard of his resurrection ; they were to re- 
peat the gracious words which proceeded from 
his lips. They were acquainted with his holy 
character; he was as an angel standing in the 
sun, yet casting no shadow. It was the sacred 
work of the apostles to present the spotless 
character of Christ to men, as the standard for 
their lives. The disciples had been so intimately 
associated with this Pattern of holiness that they 
were in some degree assimilated to him in char- 
acter, and were specially fitted to make knOwn 
to the world his precepts and example. 

The more that the minister of Christ associ- 
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ates with his Master, through contemplation of 
his life and character, the more closely will he 
resemble him, and the better' qualified will he be 
to teach his truths. Every feature in the life of 
the great Example should be studied with care, 
and close converse should be held with him 
through the prayer of living faith. Thus will 
the defective human character be transformed 
into the image of his glorious character. Thus 
will the teacher of the truth be prepared to lead 
souls to Christ. 

Jesus, in giving the disciples their first com- 
mission, had said, " I will give unto thee the 
keys of the kingdom of Heaven, and whatsoever 
thou [referring to responsible men who should 
represent his church] shalt bind upon earth shall 
be bound in Heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in Heaven." In 
renewing the commission of those to whom he 
had imparted the Holy Ghost, he said, " Whose- 
soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto 
them ; and whosesoever sins ye retain, they are 
retained." These words conveyed to the disci- 
ples a sense of the sacredness of their work, and 
its tremendous results. Imbued with the Spirit of 
God, they were to go forth preaching the merits 
of a sin-pardoning Saviour ; and they had the 
assurance that all Heaven was interested in 
their labors, and that what they did on earth, in 
the spirit and power of Christ, should be ratified 
in Heaven. 

Jesus did not, by this assurance, give the apos- 
tles or their successors power to forgive sins, as 
.his representatives. The Roman Catholic Church 
directs its people to confess the secrets of their 
lives to the priest, and from him, acting in the place 
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of Christ, to receive absolution from their sins. 
The Saviour taught that his is the only name 
given under Heaven whereby men shall be saved. 
Jesus, however, delegated to his church upon 
earth, in her organized capacity, the power to 
censure and to remove censure according to the 
rules prescribed by inspiration; but these acts 
were only to be done by men of good repute, 
who were consecrated by the great Head of the 
church, and who showed by their lives that they 
were earnestly seeking to follow the guidance of 
the Spirit of God. 

No man was to exercise an arbitrary power 
over another man's conscience. Christ gave no 
ecclesiastical right to forgive sin, nor to sell in- 
dulgences, that men may sin without incurring 
the displeasure of God, nor did he give his serv- 
ants liberty to accept a gift or bribe for cloaking 
sin, that it may escape merited censure. Jesus 
charged his disciples to preach the remission of sin 
in his name among all nations ; but they them- 
selves were not empowered to remove one stain of 
sin from the children of Adam. Nor were they 
to execute judgment against the guilty; the 
wrath of an offended God was to be proclaimed 
against the sinner ; but the power which -the 
Roman Church assumes to visit that wrath upon 
the offender is not established by any direction 
of Christ; he himself will execute the sentence 
pronounced against the impenitent. Whoever 
would attract the people to himself as one in 
whom is invested power to forgive sins, incurs 
the wrath of God, for he turns souls away from 
trie heavenly Pardoner to a weak and erring 
mortal. 

Jesus showed his disciples that only as they 
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should partake of his Spirit, and bo assimilated 
to his merciful character, would they be endov/cd 
with spiritual discernment and miraculous power. 
All their strength and wisdom must come from 
him. When dealing with obstinately offending 
members, the holy men of the church were to fol- 
low the directions laid down by Christ ; this, the 
only course of safety for the church, has been 
traced step by step by the apostles with the pen 
of inspiration. 

When the church takes up the case of an of- 
fender, the prayer of faith will bring Christ into 
the midst as an all-wise counselor. _ Men are in 
danger of being controlled by prejudice or the 
reports and opinions of others. Their own^ un- 
sanctified judgment may balance their decisions. 
Therefore, where important decisions are to be 
made in reference to individuals in the church, 
the judgment of one man, however wise and ex- 
perienced he may be, is not to be regarded as 
sufficient to act upon. 

Jesus has said, " Where two or three are gath- 
ered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst." With Christ to preside over the council 
of the church, how cautiously should each man 
speak and act. Prayer should be offered for the 
erring, and every means be used to restore him 
to the favor of God and the church ; but if the 
voice of the church is disregarded, and his indi- 
vidual will is set up above it, then the offender 
must be promptly dealt with, and the decision of 
the brethren, made with prayer and faith, and 
according to the wisdom given them of God, is 
•.ratified by Heaven. 

■ The repentance of the sinner is to be accepted 
by the church with grateful hearts. The church 
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is empowered to absolve sins only in the sense 
of assuring the repenting sinner of the forgiving 
mercy of the Saviour, and in leading him out 
from the darkness of unbelief and guilt, to the 
light of faith and righteousness. It may place 
his trembling hand in the loving hand of Jesus. 
Such a remission is ratified by Heaven. The di- 
rections of the apostles in regard to condemnation 
or acquittal in case of church trials are to remain 
valid till the end of time. And the promise of 
Christ's presence in answer to prayer should 
comfort and encourage his church to-day as much 
as it comforted and encouraged the apostles whom 
Christ directly addressed. Those who despise 
the authority of the church despise the author- 
ity of Christ himself. 

Notwithstanding the refusal of Heaven's best 
gift by Jerusalem, the work of the apostles was 
to- commence there. The first overtures of mercy 
were to be made to the murderers of the Son of 
God. There were also many there who had se- 
cretly believed on Jesus, and many who had 
been deceived by the priests and rulers, but were 
ready to accept him, if it could be proven that 
he was indeed the Christ. The apostles, as eye- 
witnesses, were to testify of Jesus and his resur- 
rection. They were to open to the people the 
prophecies relating to him, and to show how per- 
fectly they had been fulfilled. They were to 
bring before the people the most convincing evi- 
dence of the truths which they taught, and they 
were to proclaim the joyful tidings of salvation 
to the world. 

As all minds were interested in the history 
and mission of Jesus, because of the events 

Ros. of Christ. 3 
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which had just transpired at Jerusalem, this was 
a time when the preaching of his gospel would 
make the most decided impression upon the pub- 
lic mind. At the commencement of their work 
the disciples were to receive a marvelous power. 
Their testimony of Christ was to be confirmed 
by signs and wonders, and the performance of 
miracles by the apostles, and those who received 
their message. Said Jesus, " They shall cast out 
devils ; they shall speak with new tongues ; they 
shall take up serpents [as in the case of Paul], 
and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them ; they shall lay hands on the sick, and 
they shall recover.*' 

ASCENSION OF CH11IST. 

After the meeting of Jesus with the brethren, 
at Galilee, the disciples returned to Jerusalem ; 
and while the eleven were gathered together in 
the city Jesus met with them, and again led their 
minds out into the prophecies concerning him- 
self. He deeply impressed upon their under- 
standing the necessity of thoroughly studying 
the ancient prophecies regarding Messiah, and of 
comparing them with the facts of his life, death, 
and resurrection, in order to establish their ful- 
fillment in himself. They were to diligently 
trace link after link of sacred truth revealed by 
the prophets, in types and figures representing 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
He lifted the vail from their understanding, 
concerning the typical system of the Jews, and 
they now saw clearly the meaning of the forms 
and symbols which were virtually abolished by 
the death of Christ. 



The Saviour of the world, as a divine Con- 
queror, was about to ascend to his Father's 
throne. He selected the Mount of Olives as the 
scene of this last display of his glory. Accom- 
panied hy the eleven, he made his way to the 
mountain. The disciples were not aware that 
this was to be their last season with their Mas- 
ter. He employed the time in sacred converse 
with them, reiterating his former instructions. 
As they passed through the gates of Jerusalem, 
many wondering eyes looked upon the little 
company, led by one whom a few weeks before 
the priests and rulers had condemned and cru- 
cified. 

They crossed the Kedron, and approached 
Gethsemane. Here Jesus paused, that his disci- 
ples might call to mind the lessons he had given 
them while on his way to the garden on the 
night of his great agony. He looked again upon 
the vine which he had then used as a symbol to 
represent the union of his church with himself 
and his Father ; and he refreshed the memory of 
his followers by repeating the impressive truths 
which he had then illustrated to them. Remind- 
ers of the unrequited love of Jesus were all 
around him ; even the disciples walking by his 
side, who were so dear to his heart, had, in the 
hour of his humiliation, when he most needed 
their sympathy and comfort, reproached and for- 
saken him. 

Christ had sojourned in the world for thirty- 
three years ; he had endured its scorn, insult, and 
mockery; he had been rejected and crucified. 
Now, when about to ascend to his throne of 
glory — as he reviews the ingratitude of the peo- 
ple he came to save — will he not withdraw his 
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sympathy and love from them ? Will nob his 
affections be centered on that world where he is 
appreciated, and where sinless angels adore him, 
and wait to do his bidding ? No ; his promise 
to those loved ones whom he leaves on earth is 
" Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world/' Before his conflict, he had prayed 
the Father that they might not be taken out of 
the world, but should be kept from the evil which 
is in the world. 

At length the little company reach the Mount of 
Olives. This place had been peculiarly hallowed 
by the presence of Jesus while he bore the nature of 
man. It was consecrated by his prayers and tears. 
When he had ridden into Jerusalem, just prior 
to his trial, the steeps of Olivet had echoed the 
joyous shouts of the triumphant multitude. On 
its sloping descent was Bethany, where he had 
often found repose at the house of Lazarus. At 
the foot of the mount was the garden of Geth- 
semane, where he had agonized alone, and moist- 
ened the sod with his blood. 

Jesus led the way across the summit, to the vi- 
cinity of Bethany. He then paused, and they 
all gathered about him. Beams of light seemed 
to radiate from his countenance, as he looked 
with deep love upon his disciples. He upbraided 
them not for their faults and failures ; but words 
of unutterable tenderness were the last which 
fell upon their ears from the lips of their Lord. 
With hands outstretched in blessing them, and 
as if in assurance of his protecting care, he slowly 
ascended from among them, drawn heavenward 
by a power stronger than any earthly attraction. 
Aa he passed upward, the awe-struck disciples 
looked with straining eyes for the last glimpse of 



their ascending Lord. A cloud of glory received 
him out of their sight, and at the same moment 
there floated down to their charmed senses the 
sweetest and most joyous music from the angel 
choir. 

While their gaze was still riveted upward, voices 
addressed them which sounded like the music 
which had just charmed them. They turned, 
and saw two beings in the form of men; yet 
their heavenly character was immediately dis- 
cerned by the disciples, whom they addressed in 
comforting accents, saying, " Yo men of Ualiloo, 
why stand yo gazing up into heaven ? this samo 
Jesus, which is taken up from you into Heaven, 
shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into Heaven." These angels were of the com- 
pany that had been waiting in a shining cloud 
to escort Jesus to his throne ; and in sympathy 
and love for those whom the Saviour had left, 
they came to remove all uncertainty from their 
minds, and to give them the assurance that he 
would come to earth again. 

All Heaven was waiting to welcome the Sav- 
iour to the celestial courts. As he ascended he 
led the way, and the multitude of captives whom 
he had raised from the dead at the time when he 
came forth from the tomb, followed him. The 
heavenly host, with songs of joy and triumph, 
escorted him upward. At the portals of the city 
of God an innumerable company of angels awaited 
his coming. As they approached the gates of 
the city, the angels who were escorting the Maj- 
esty of Heaven, in triumphant tones addressed the 
company at the portals: "Lift up your heads, 
ye gates, and be ye lifted. up, ye, everlasting 
doors, and the King of Glory shall come in ! " 
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The waiting angels afc the gates of the city in- 
quire in rapturous strains, " Who is this King of 
Glory?" The escorting angels joyously reply 
in songs of triumph, " The Lord, strong and 
mighty ! The Lord, mighty in battle ! Lift up 
your heads, ye gates, even lift them up, ye ever- 
lasting doors, and the King of Glory shall come 
in ! " Again the waiting angels ask, " Who is 
this King of Glory ? " and the escorting angels 
respond in melodious strains, " The Lord of hosts ! 
He is the King of Glory ! " Then the portals of 
the city of God are widely opened, and the heav- 
enly train pass in amid a burst of angelic music. 
All the heavenly host surround their majestic 
Commander as he takes his position upon the 
throne of the Father. 

With the deepest adoration and joy, the hosts 
of angels bow before him, while the glad shout 
rings through the courts of Heaven : " Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and 
riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing ! " Songs of triumph mingle 
with music from angelic harps, till Heaven seems 
to overflow with delightful harmony, and incon- 
ceivable joy and praise. The Son of God has 
triumphed over the prince of darkness, and con- 
quered death and the grave. Heaven rings with 
voices in lofty strains proclaiming: "Blessing, 
and honor, and glory, and power be unto Him 
that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb 
forever and ever ! " 

He is seated by the side of his Father on his 
throne. The Saviour presents the captives he 
has rescued from the bonds of death, at the price 
of his own life. His hands place immortal crowns 
upon their brows ; for they arc the rcprcscnta- 
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tives, and samples, of those who shall bo re- 
deemed, by the blood of Christ, from all nations, 
tongues, and people, and come forth from the 
dead, when he shall call the just from their graves 
at his second coming. Then shall they see the 
marks of Calvary in the glorified body of the 
Son of God. Their greatest joy will be found in 
the presence of Him who sitteth on the throne ; 
and the enraptured saints will exclaim, My Be- 
loved is mine, and I am his ! He is the chief 
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely ! 

Tho di.Mc.iploH roturnod to iTorUHfllom, not mourn- 
ing, but full of joy. Wlion last thoy looked upon 
thoir Lord, his countenance shone with heavenly 
brightness, and he smiled lovingly upon them. 
Those hands that had so often been stretched 
forth in the act of blessing the sick and the af- 
flicted, and in rebuking demons — those hands 
which had been bruised by the cruel nails, were 
mercifully extended, as though in the disciples 
they embraced the whole world, and called down 
a blessing upon all the followers of Christ. 
Beams of light seemed to emanate from those 
dear hands and to fall upon the watching, waiting 
ones. 

The most precious fact to the disciples in tho 
ascension of Jesus was that he went from them 
into Heaven in the tangible form of their divine 
Teacher. The very same Jesus, who had walked, 
and talked, and prayed with them; who had 
broken bread with them ; who had been with 
them in their boats on the lake ; who had sought 
retirement with them in the groves ; and who had 
that very day toiled with them up the steep as- 
cent of Olivet, — had ascended to Heaven in the 
form of humanity. And the heavenly messen- 
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whom they had seen go up into Heaven, should 
come again in like manner as he had ascended. 
This assurance has ever been, and will be till the 
close of time, the hope and joy of all true lovers 
of Christ. 

The disciples not only saw the Lord ascend, but 
they had the testimony of the angels that he had 
gone to occupy his Fathers throne in Heaven. 
The last remembrance that the disciples were to 
have of their Lord was as the sympathizing 
Friend, the glorified Redeemer. Moses veiled his 
face to hide the glory of the law which was re- 
flected upon it, and the glory of Christ's ascen- 
sion was veiled from human sight. The bright- 
ness of the heavenly escort, and the opening of 
the glorious gates of God to welcome him, were 
not to be discerned by mortal eyes. 

Had the track of Christ to Heaven been re- 
vealed to the disciples in all its inexpressible 
glory, they could not have endured the sight. 
Had they beheld the myriads of angels, and 
heard the bursts of triumph from the battlements 
of Heaven, as the everlasting doors were lifted 
up, the contrast between that glory and their 
own lives in a world of trial, would have been 
so great that they would hardly have been able 
to again take up the burden of their earthly 
lives, prepared to execute with courage and 
faithfulness the commission given them by the 
Saviour. Even the Comforter, the Holy Ghost 
which was sent to them, would not have been 
properly appreciated, nor would it have strength- 
ened their hearts sufficiently to bear reproach, 
contumely, imprisonment, and death if need be. 

Their senses were not to become so infatuated 
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with the glories of Heaven that they would lose 
Bight of the character of Christ on earth, which 
they were to copy in themselves. They were 
to keep distinctly before their minds the beauty 
and majesty of his life, the perfect harmony of 
all his attributes, and the mysterious union of 
the divine ana" human in his nature. It was 
better that the earthly acquaintance of the dis- 
ciples with their Saviour should end in the sol- 
emn, quiet, and sublime manner in which it did. 
His visible ascent from the world was in harmony 
with the meekness and quiet of his life. 

The disciples returned to Jerusalem rejoicing, 
not that they were deprived of their Master and 
Teacher, for this was to them a cause for personal 
mourning rather than joy. But Jesus had as- 
sured them that he would send the Comforter, as 
an equivalent for his visible presence. He had 
said, "If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, because I 
said, I go unto the Father." They rejoiced be- 
cause Jesus had wrought out salvation for man ; 
he had answered the claims of the law, and had 
become a perfect offering for man; he had ascended 
to Heaven to carry forward the work of atone- 
ment begun on earth. He was the Advocate of 
man, his Intercessor with the Father. 

Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem ; who work- 
ed with his earthly father at the carpenter's 
trade ; who sat in weariness by Jacob's well ; who 
slept in weariness in Peter's fishing-boat; who 
hungered and thirsted ; who took little children in 
his arms and blessed them; who was rejected, 
scourged, and crucified, — ascended in the form of 
a man to Heaven, and took his place at the right 
hand of God. Having felt our infirmities, our 
sorrows, and temptations, he is amply fitted to 
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plead for man as his representative. Jesus, when 
upon earth, was the most perfect type of man; 
and it is the Christian's joy and comfort that 
this patient, loving Saviour is to be his King 
and Judge ; for " the Father judgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son." 

We are not inclined to associate kingly glory 
and judicial authority with the self-denial, pa- 
tience, love, and forgiveness shown in the life of 
Christ ; yet these attributes qualified the Saviour 
for his exalted position. The qualities of charac- 
ter which, he developed on earth constitute his 
exaltation in glory. His triumphs were gained 
by love, not by force. In coming to Christ the 
sinner consents to be elevated to the noblest ideal 
of man. 

" Do ye not know that the saints shall judge the 
world?" The attributes which exalted Christ, 
if obtained by his followers, will placci the scep- 
ter in their hands, and they shall be kings and 
priests with God. Christ pledged himself to 
keep the law which Adam transgressed, and to 
magnify that law and make it honorable by dem- 
onstrating that it was not arbitrary, and could 
be kept inviolate by man. Christ showed by his 
life that the law of God is faultless, and that 
man, by disobeying it, brings upon himself the 
evils which its restrictions seek to avert from 
him. 

When the disciples returned to Jerusalem 
alone, people looked at them, expecting to see in 
their faces expressions of sorrow, confusion, and 
defeat ; but they saw there gladness and triumph. 
They did not wail over disappointed hopes, but 
were continually in the temple praising and 
blessing God. The priests and rulers were at a 
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loss to understand this mystery. After the dis- 
couraging events connected with the trial, con- 
demnation, and ignominious death of their Mas- 
ter, the disciples were supposed to be defeated 
and ashamed; but they now came forth with 
buoyant spirits, and countenances beaming with 
a joy not born of earth. 

^ They told the wonderful story of Christ's glo- 
rious resurrection, and ascension to Heaven, and 
many believed their testimony. The disciples 
had no longer a vague distrust of the future; 
they knew that Jesus was in Heaven ; that his 
sympathies were unchanged ; that he was iden- 
tifying himself with suffering humanity, receiv- 
ing the prayers of his people; that he was 
pleading with God the merits of his own pre- 
cious blood, showing his wounded hands and 
feet, as a remembrance of the price he had paid 
for his redeemed. They knew that he would 
come again escorted by the heavenly host, and 
they looked upon this event, not as a dreaded 
calamity, but as an occasion for great joy and 
longing anticipation. They knew that he would 
stand again upon the Mount of Olives, while the 
Hebrew hallelujahs should mingle with Gentile 
hosannas, and myriads of voices should unite in 
the glad acclamation of "Crown him Lord of 
all!" They knew that he had ascended to 
Heaven to prepare mansions for his obedient 
children, and that he would return and take them 
unto himself. 

With joy the disciples related to their breth- 
ren the news of their Lord's ascension. They 
now felt that they had a Friend at the throne of 
God, and were eager to prefer their requests to 
the Father in the name of Jesus. They gath- 
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a joy not born of earth. 

^ They told the wonderful story of Christ's glo- 
rious resurrection, and ascension to Heaven, and 
many believed their testimony. The disciples 
had no longer a vague distrust of the future; 
they knew that Jesus was in Heaven ; that his 
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cred together in solemn awe and bowed in prayer, 
repeating to each other the assurance of the Sav- 
iour, " Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my 
name he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing in my name ; ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full." During the ten days 
following the ascension, they, with one accord, 
devoted the time to prayer and praise, waiting 
for the descent of the Holy Ghost. They ex- 
tended the hand of faith higher and higher, with 
the mighty argument, "It is Christ that died, 
yea rather, that is risen again, who is even at the 
right hand of God, who also maketh intercession 
for us." 

" Great is the mystery of godliness : God was 
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen 
of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed 
on in the world, received up into glory." The 
Saviour came into the world, outwardly the son 
of David, not manifesting the full significance 
of his character. His spirit was subject to that 
discipline and experience through which human- 
ity must in some measure pass. His divinity 
was veiled beneath humanity. He hid within 
himself those all-powerful attributes which be- 
longed to him as one equal with God. At times 
his divine character flashed forth with such won- 
derful power that all who were capable of dis- 
cerning spiritual things pronounced him the Son 
of God. 

Christ exiled himself to the world that he 
might bring heavenly light within the reach of 
humanity. The Jews did not comprehend the 
twofold character of Christ ; and as he did not 
assume temporal, kingly power, and establish his 
reign on David's throne, bringing into subjection 



every foreign authority, the Jewish dignitaries 
refused to accept him. They could not connect 
man's suffering, grief, and poverty with their idea 
of the Messiah. Yet this was the only Saviour 
the word of God through his prophets had ever 
predicted. 

The Jews utterly failed to understand the spir- 
itual connection which identified Christ with both 
the human and the divine; and gave fallen man 
a presentation of what he should strive to be- 
come. Christ was God in the flesh. As the son 
of David, he stood forth a perfect type of true 
manhood, bold in doing his duty, and of tho 
strictest integrity, yet full of love, compassion, 
and tender sympathy. In his miracles he re- 
vealed himself as Lord. "When he was asked by 
Philip to show him the Father, he answered, 
" Have I been so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known me, Philip ? He that hath 
seen me, hath seen the Father." 

The Jews were continually seeking for and 
expecting a Divinity among them that would be 
revealed in outward show, and by one flash of over- 
mastering will would change the current of all 
minds, force from them an acknowledgment of 
his superiority, elevate himself, and gratify the 
ambition of his people. This being the case, 
when Christ was treated with contempt, there 
was a powerful temptation before him to reveal 
his heavenly character, and to compel his perse- 
cutors to admit that he was Lord above kings 
and potentates, priests and temple. But it was 
his difficult task to maintain the level of human- 
ity. 

In the intercessory prayer of Jesus with his 
Father, he claimed that he had fulfilled the con- 
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ditions which made it obligatory upon the Father 
to fulfill his part of the contract made in Heaven, 
with regard to fallen man. He prayed : " I have 
finished the work which thou gavest me to do. 
[That is, he had wrought out a righteous charac- 
ter on earth as an example for men to follow.] 
And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self, with the glory which I had with thee 
before the world was." In this prayer he far- 
ther goes on to state what is comprehended by 
the work which he has accomplished, and which 
has given him all those who believe on his name. 

He values this recompense so highly that he 
forgets the anguish it has cost him to redeem 
fallen man. He declares himself glorified in 
those who believe on him. The church, in his 
name, is to carry to glorious perfection the work 
which he has commenced ; and when that church 
shall be finally ransomed in the Paradise of God, 
he will look upon the travail of his soul and be 
satisfied. Through all eternity the ransomed 
host will be his chief glory. 

Jesus, the Majesty of Heaven, humbled him- 
self, and became obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross ; " wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name." This mighty Saviour has 
promised to come again, and to take his church 
to the mansions he has prepared for them. 
While he is in Heaven carrying on the work of 
intercession and atonement commenced on earth, 
his life and character are to bo exemplified by 
his church upon earth. He has promised that, 
"He that believeth on me, the works that I 
do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do, because X go unto my Fa- 
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ther." And again, "Hitherto have ye asked 
nothing in my name." " Whatsoever ye shall 
ask tho Father in my name, he will give it 
you." 

He who considered it not robbery to be equal 
with God, once trod the earth, bearing our suffer- 
ing and sorrowing nature, and tempted in all 
points like as we are; and now he appears in 
the presence of God as our great High Priest, 
ready to accept the repentance, and to answer 
the prayers of his people, and, through the merits 
of his own righteousness, to present them to the 
Father. He raises his wounded hands to God, 
and claims their blood-bought pardon. I have 
graven them on the palms of my hands, he 
pleads. Those memorial wounds of my humilia- 
tion and anguish secure to my church the best 
gifts of Omnipotence. 

What a source of joy to the disciples, to know 
that they had such a Friend in Heaven to plead 
in their behalf! Through the visible ascension 
of Christ all their views and contemplation of 
Heaven are changed. Their minds had formerly 
dwelt upon it as a region of unlimited space, ten- 
anted by spirits without substance. Now Heaven 
was connected with tho thought of Jesus, whom 
they had loved and reverenced above all others, 
with whom they had conversed and journeyed, 
whom they had handled, even in his resurrected 
body, who had spoken hope and comfort to their 
hearts, and who, while the words were upon his 
lips, had been taken up before their eyes, the 
tones of his voice coming back to them as the 
cloudy chariot of angels received him: "Lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world." 
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Heaven could no longer appear to them as an 
indefinite, incomprehensible space, filled with 
intangible spirits. They now looked upon it as 
their future home, where mansions were being 
prepared for them by their loving Redeemer. 
Prayer was clothed with a new interest, since it 
was a communion with their Saviour. With 
new and thrilling emotions and a firm confidence 
that their prayer would be answered, they gath- 
ered in the upper chamber to offer their peti- 
tions, and to claim the promise of the Saviour, 
who had said "Ask, and ye shall receive, that 
your joy may be full." They prayed in the 
name of Jesus. 

They had a gospel to preach — Christ in hu- 
man form, a man of sorrows ; Christ in humilia- 
tion, taken by wicked hands and crucified; 
Christ resurrected, and ascended to Heaven, into 
the presence of God, to be man's Advocate ; Christ 
to come again with power and great glory in the 
clouds of heaven, and to receive the obedient 
and loyal to himself. 

The apostles went forth with courage and hope, 
to do their Master's work with fidelity. They 
knew that the most acceptable way of waiting 
for Christ was to work for him. It was theirs 
to direct others to the coming Lord, and to teacli 
them to wait patiently for his appearing. This 
work was given to every disciple of Christ. 



